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History of the Conservation of Ruins in Japan
and the Role of Conservation Science

Nobuaki KUCHITSU

History of the conservation of ruins in Japan is reviewed as a part of the history of
conservation science in Japan. Concept of protecting traces of past people can be detected
even before the Meiji Restoration. For example, there is a 5" century tomb whose shape
was intentionally distorted at the time of its construction in order to keep another
already-existing tomb nearby. Moreover, activities of people who tried to protect ruins
with full recognition of their historical value can be pointed out from the Edo period.
Citizens’ movements demanding conservation of ruins arose during the era of high eco-
nomic growth (after 1954). There are actually ruins that have been preserved as a result of
the success of such movements at the beginning of the era. Citizens’ suits demanding
conservation of ruins arose during the second half of the era of high economic growth (after
1965). Although reconciliation was achieved during the era of high economic growth,
preservation of ruins was no longer accepted during the era of low economic growth (after
1974). However, preservation of ruins became accepted gradually during the era of eco-
nomic stagnation (after 1991). Conservation science in Japan had been focused more on the
conservation of movable objects but was given a new subject, conservation of immovable
heritage, by the era of high economic growth. Then, in the era of low economic growth,
conservation science was required to develop technically. Now, in the era of economic
stagnation, conservation science is being desired to become diversified in order to utilize

ruins effectively.



