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Survey of Bio-degradation
in the Amida-do Hall of Higashi-Honganji

Yoshihisa FUJII*!, Yuko FUJIWARA*!, Tatsuru SUDA **
Yoshiyuki SUZUKI*?, Tomohiko KIYUNA*? Junta SUGIYAMA **
Yukio KOMINE *°, Rika KIGAWA and Wataru KAWANOBE

Most of the historical buildings in Japan including temples, shrines, castles and houses are
made of traditional timber frame constructions and are often exposed to the risk of bio-
degradation such as decay and insect attack, mainly by termites and other wood-attacking
insects. Amida-do Hall in Higashi-Honganji temple in Kyoto is one of the largest wooden Buddhist
buildings in Japan. Results of survey of biodegradation in Amida-do Hall were reviewed and the
characteristics of biodegradation were summarized. Methods for the survey biodegradation
including non-destructive techniques are also summarized in this report. The result of a long-
term measurement of temperature and relative humidity at 9 points under the floor, in the hall

and in the roof structure is also introduced.

*1 Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University

*2 Ritsumeikan Global Innovation Research Organization
*3 TechnoSuruga Laboratory Co., Ltd.

*4 TechnoSuruga Laboratory Co., Ltd, Chiba office

5 Japan Institute for Insect Damage to Cultural Properties





