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Résumé

Toshikatsu NAKASATO, Rikuo ISHIKAWA and Saburo TATSUTA: Technical
Data of Lacquer Work in the Heian Period {III)

(1) Dry-lacquer box for scriptures decorated in maki-e with design of hdsoge flowers
and karydbinga. Owned by Ninna-ji, Kyoto.

This box, recorded in the T6A0k: to have been made in 919, is the oldest of clearly
datable specimens of Japanese lacquer art. It has a deep kabuse-buta, cover slightly
larger in plan than the receptacle to envelop the latter. The top of the cover and
the sides of the receptacle are decorated all over with a design of hdsige flowers and
karyobinga (man-birds) in gold and silver togidashi {polished) maki-e. The interior
surface is undecorated.

The box is a relatively rare example of dry-lacquer work (layers of hemp cloth
glued together and coated with lacquer). Our recent study through X-ray radiography
made its construction known. Two layers of hemp cloth are used respectively for
the cover and the receptacle. The cover consists of one continuing sheet (two layers)
of the cloth extending from the top to the four sides, the parts left over at the
edges of the sides being folded and pasted there, The receptacle has the sides and
the bottom prepared separately. Its sides consist of one continuing sheet of cloth a
little broader than their width (height), with its lower end bent inward to form the
frame of the bottom. The bottom is made of two joined sheets. Strangely enouth,
there is little if any cognizable overlapping at the border between the frame and
the panel of the bottom as well as at the joint of the two sheets, a fact causing us
to be doubtful about the durability of the bottom. It may be possible to imagine
that the box has a body made of hide or paper and covered with lacquered cloth.
This fact, together with the shape of cracks appearing on the surface, leads to an
inference that the box may not be a dry-lacquer work. The cracks just mentioned
show different appearances on the exterior and interior surfaces of the cover, and
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the exterior and interior surfaces of the receptacle. Those on the interior surface
of the cover are “spider-shaped cracks” which are considercd to be peculiar to
lacquered hide.

The metal filings used for the maki-e decoration are gold filings of two types,
rougher and finer, and silver filings. Those used fer the heijin ground are very rough
filings of gold and silver. The silver filings are long-narrow particles with pointed
ends, a form very unusual for metal filing used in wmaki-e.

Works of decorative arts in dry-lacquer from the Nara and Heian Periods are
only a few, even if those preserved in the Shost-in are included. This box is a very

valuable specimen.
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