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Colouring Materials and Technique on the South Wall
in Mogao Cave 285

Hiromi TAKABAYASHI, Megumi KURAHASHI * , FAN Yuquan *°
and CUI Qiang **

In this research, the painting on the arch over the niche was investigated by an n situ
analysis of the initial colouring of the mural painting in Mogao Cave 285. The colorants for the
painting on the arch over the niche were assumed to be vermilion, red organic colorant, red lead,
orpiment, green colorant of copper compound, indigo and lapis lazuli. Initial colour of the vine
pattern, corded belt and flame motifs painted on the arch over the niche was investigated. The
corded belt painted along the niche at the entrance is divided into sections with a thin yellow
belt. The sections are colored either red to orange or green to blue, and it is assumed that these

color patterns were in alternating order.

*Nagoya South Public School for Handicapped Children *% Dunhuang Academy



