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Conservation Treatment of Inlaid Artifact by Plasma Technique

Shigeo AOKI and Nodoka INUTAKE

Excavated inlaid artifacts generally have inscriptions or ornaments and/or
upon them though they are hidden with rust and others when they are unearthed.
These inscriptions are commonly important as they sometimes explain unknown facts
and events in history.

To make these inscriptions and patterns clear, plazma technique was applied,
one of the techniques used for restoration. For the establishment of this method, the
conditions of the experiment were precisely determined and prepared.

The method was applied to a sword excavated from No. 1 tumulus of Hirai, in
Fujioka city, Gunma prefecture. The results we got from the experiment was satis-
factory. Almost perfect patterns of the figure were obtained on the head of the grip
of the sword.



