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DEPARTMENT OF
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage conducts basic
research useful for the preservation and transmission of intangible
cultural heritage of Japan, such as intangible cultural properties,
intangible folk cultural properties and conservation techniques for
cultural properties. Audio-visual documentation, which is a
significant method for the safeguarding of intangible cultural
heritage, is conducted and new methods for documentation are
also investigated.

'Intangible Cultural Properties Section
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Intangible Cultural Properties Section conducts investigation and
research on traditional performing arts, traditional craft techniques and
conservation techniques for cultural properties by studying their actual
conditions and historical changes.

'Intangible Folk Cultural Properties Section
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Intangible Folk Cultural Properties Section conducts investigation and
research on intangible folk cultural properties, such as manners and
customs, folk performing arts and folk techniques, on the basis of
fieldwork. Actual issues and their countermeasures are discussed with
persons concerned.

'Audio—VisuaI Documentation Section
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Audio-Visual Documentation Section conducts research on methods
of documentation and archiving. It also documents intangible cultural
properties, intangible folk cultural properties and conservation
techniques for cultural properties in order to understand their present
conditions and to transmit them to future generations.
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“Minami Shinshu Shishimai (lion dance) Festival ” was held when the pandemic was mild in October 2021.
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Traditional performing arts
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Craft techniques

KRICROIER (HHEE-HEFE)
Recording live performances
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Making documentation on site
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Verifying better documenting methods
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Accepting and managing endowed documents
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Advice on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage
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Measures on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage
from disasters
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Conservation techniques for tangible cultural properties

Conservation techniques for intangible cultural properties
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Folk performing arts, manners and customs
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Folk techniques
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Research exchange with the National Intangible Heritage
Center in the Republic of Korea
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Participation in international study meetings
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Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties
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Conference on the Transmission of Intangible Cultural
Heritage (Traditional Techniques)

Dissemination and Utilization
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Public lectures
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Research and Report on Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Report on the Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk

Cultural Properties
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Report on the Transmission of Intangible Cultural Heritage
(Traditional Techniques)
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Digitization and compilation of inventories of collected
documents

G=RE- AR EET — I X—ADRH

Database on traditional performing arts and musical
instruments
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Intangible Cultural Heritage Archives
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Study on the Safeguarding and Utilization of Intangible Cultural Properties
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We conduct surveys on the techniques of traditional performing arts and craft techniques as well as on
conservation techniques for cultural properties by collecting relevant data in order to develop a clearer
understanding of their current state and to contribute to their safeguarding. Documentation is also
conducted with respect to those intangible
cultural properties for which there is an urgent
need.

Traditional performing arts are recorded as
documentation of performance. In addition,
research is conducted on common reeds
which are raw materials for Hichiriki’s reeds
(mouthpiece), and traditional Japanese
musical instruments such as Sho, Shamisen,

Koto and their manufacturing techniques.
Furthermore, we are engaged in digitalization,
database compilation and publication of
precious donated materials such as
“Manuscripts of traditional Japanese music
notation transcribed by Mr. ASADA Masayuki”
and “Inventory of Donated Texts and
Manuscripts, Oikawa Takao Collection.” We
proceed to organize the fundamental

materials to study intangible cultural heritage  siEaEsR TR SEMEIDI SE A IER IR RS GBI 2m )
and make them public. Recording of the live performance of Heike the fourth Manuscripts of traditional Japanese music no-

tations transcribed by Mr. ASADA Masayuki,
known as Asada-fu
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Study on the Safeguarding and Utilization of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties
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We are conducting nationwide surveys, collecting relevant data, verifying surveys, and recording methods to contribute to the safeguarding of folk
cultural properties, such as folk performing arts, customs and techniques, and folk techniques. In addition, case-study research on transmission and

safeguarding activities is conducted to explore relevant issues and potential new approaches in collaboration with related parties throughout Japan.
Furthermore, we endeavor to pursue a nation-wide database and archive data portal, including video documentation.

JEHOXEMRUATE (FEESE8[E™) EEAADMFEERE CHBE) \ SR
Kitada event of Tennoh Ship (Shizuoka City, Shizuoka Prefecture) Lion Dance equipment of Shitahaku (Yaese Cho, Okinawa Prefecture)



DEPARTMENT OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
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International Cultural Exchange in the Field of Intangible Cultural Heritage
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The Department undertakes research exchange, international cooperation and data
collection to safeguard intangible cultural heritage in collaboration with related
organizations in other countries. Through the ongoing research exchange with the
National Intangible Heritage Center in the Republic of Korea since 2008, the Department
has promoted personnel interchange and organized joint study groups. The Department
conducts its projects in cooperation with the International Research Centre for Intangible
Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (IRCl). Furthermore, the Department staff
attend the Intergovernmental Committee for the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO to collect information about the current status of
safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in other countries. In FY 2021, the COVID-19
pandemic caused difficulties in conducting international academic exchanges. However,
we continued our projects by attending online conferences.
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Research on Conservation Techniques for Cultural Properties
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To protect cultural properties, we must preserve and share techniques to conserve and
restore cultural properties and to produce materials and tools for the restoration, in
addition to the cultural properties themselves. The Department investigates traditional
techniques that are indispensable in conserving cultural properties; for example, the
research on the techniques for production and restoration of musical instruments and
costumes vital for traditional performing arts.

BEETEEEREOMFRIRICHIT D MBI DEE
(BIBRHEZEN, HF2(2019)4F)

Joint research on slash-and-burn agriculture with the Nation-
al Intangible Heritage Center of the Republic of Korea (Shiiba
Village, Miyazaki Prefecture, 2019)

{GHTEEER (K& D) DRIERMTDHAE (HFI3(2021)4F)
Investigating the production of drumheads for atsuzumi,
Japanese traditional musical instrument (2021)
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