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Research of cultural properties as well as the accumulation of
related texts and visual data are essential elements for preserving,
conveying and utilizing cultural properties today. The Department
of Art Research, Archives and Information Systems focuses
primarily on art historically-based research of cultural properties; it
produces and disseminates materials based on the results of those
studies. It also works to foster research exchange both within
Japan and abroad.

The results of research are published in various reports and
journals, such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies)
and the Yearbook of Japanese Art. Resulting data are also made
available through public lectures and displays in the Kuroda
Memorial Hall. The aim of the Department is to make the cultural
properties information archives, created from the materials
collected and organized through its research, available to the
public via TOBUNKEN Library and website.

In addition, the Department manages all the information
systems of TOBUNKEN and creates the website.

'Cultural Properties Information Section
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Cultural Properties Information Section manages and operates the
information systems needed to disseminate information about
TOBUNKEN's various activities, operates its website and publishes its
Annual Report. The Section also analyzes information related to
cultural properties from Japan and abroad, and conducts research on
ways to utilize such information for the preservation and handling of
cultural properties.

@The Image Laboratory produces an image bank that provides various
information related to cultural properties by employing the latest
digital and optical technologies.

'Archives Section
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Archives Section organizes archives, collects documents and image
data related to cultural properties, and makes these materials available
to the public.

@The Library collects documents and visual materials related to cultural
properties. It also conducts digitization of materials and construction
of the database of research materials and information. The Library is
open to the public three days a week.

’Japanese and East Asian Art History Section
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Japanese and East Asian Art History Section conducts fundamental
research and organizes materials that form the basis for such research
on artworks created in Japan and East Asia from the pre-modern period
onwards.

'Modern/Contemporary Art Section
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Modern/Contemporary Art Section focuses on visual arts produced in
Japan and abroad from the modern through contemporary periods.
Considering the diversification of expression and media, international
exchange and globalization of information, this Section conducts both
collection of materials and survey of studies on these artworks.

’Trans-DiscipIinary Research Section
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Trans-Disciplinary Research Section examines problems among
genres, times and areas. It also studies the history of art from a broad
perspective in cooperation with researchers in related fields of natural,
social and human sciences.
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Establishment and Enrichment of Archives
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Comprehensive study on sharing results and information
about research on cultural properties
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Research and compilation of materials on modern and
contemporary art
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Management of the Library

Inter-disciplinary research and dissemination of expression,
techniques and materials for the production of art works
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Research on analysis, utilization and dissemination of
information about cultural properties
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Collaboration in Research Establishment and Maintenance
of Information Systems
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Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures F v D

Management of the information
infrastructure for research activities
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“Collaborative Initiative for the Creation of Japanese Art Research Base” with
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Maintenance and improvement of the
information system security
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Collaboration with scholars and institutions studying Japanese and Asian arts
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Dissemination of Research Results
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Publication of the Yearbook of Japanese Art, The Bijutsu

Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies), Annual Report and
others
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Holding public lectures and seminars
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Utilization of web pages and social media for
disseminating research results
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Seminar held by the Department of Art Research, Archives and Information Systems
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Utilization of Photo Materials and Optical Methods—Research and Restoration Study of Hanshan and Shide, by Yosa Buson (owned by Mychaji Temple)
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Investigation at Myohaji Temple in Kagawa

S#imnEELR] (B34 (1959) Fig
Hanshan and Shide, by Yosa Buson (shot in 1959)

The Department houses about 260,000 photo materials that show
various cultural properties. Some are publicly accessible in the
TOBUNKEN Library and are also available for online searches through
open access databases. These photo materials have been collected
over 90 years, inheriting the intention of YASHIRO Yukio (1890-1975),
who was involved in the establishment of the Institute of Art Research
of the Imperial Fine Arts Academy, to realize the vision to be “a kind
of art library to collect photo materials as its core activity.” Many of
them are also valuable photo materials.

Myohoji Temple is a temple where Yosa Buson (1716-1783), a
painter and haiku poet in the Edo era, visited and left many of his
paintings. Hanshan and Shide, (Important Cultural Property) drawn by
Buson at the temple, at present, a part of the face of Hanshan has
been damaged and lost. However, the photos taken by TOBUNKEN in
1959 were monochrome films taken before the damage. Using these
old monochrome films and new images we would take, TOBUNKEN is
working together with Myohoji Temple to reproduce the damaged
paintings on the sliding doors (fusuma-e) as digital images. This
research is an attempt to explore new ways to utilize old photo
materials while making use of the latest optical research findings such
as high-definition color images and infrared images.

We will continue to actively adopt optical methods and utilize the
vast collection of materials accumulated in TOBUNKEN to shed new
light on the research of cultural properties and art works.
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Hanshan and Shide, by Yosa Buson (shot in 2021)
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Joint Research on the Dry Glass Plates with the Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum

HETIF AR FAICRD LR DECFIER PR AR e R F
KL CWVWET . BEICERESNCEEZFRUCHEEE. SEFD
REDZEP RDNEXEHICRET ERZEFTOIATAEMNCTI .
SERIRO—IETH DS RS A SIEFITHADR QIR
ZfEBAICECERUTC BRI IBRIRES O CWVE T,

FREFAREAIOES. BERERZFUH23HDETRE
YD oEE ZEE THOXLHDEFRT HHFRTLIZ. UL L. EX
HFRAREARDMETST R Ot FEC AL DepEEBITHRIREFARRD
BEPXIEHDZIORDNEUIC. TDfcsd HBDREBPLALD
HRFZEERUCHBIOEE I ZNDFHDDELCTEE T, Hid
R BYEE- EiMEE (E NS DEEPFRINZINEL CEX U TS
(FEEEEHB T IREFIT DL D OIF TEDEITLLDIFHR IR
U. BEEDFrEE S &N S AR PEEEIC DT, SRS Nz ER
2 LD LIFDICDICHEAMTBIETEDI T ED . RIS U IFRZ R
FIEA I DI DREMFZTOCNET,

Foi APY(EEIN13(1938)F EE)IAS (1930) FtalRe
REZEINEA S RAFZAR

Stone Gate of Bengatake (Designated as a National Treasure in 1938)
Photographed circa 1930, dry glass plate collected by Mr. NAKAZA Hisao
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Among the Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum'’s
photographic materials, this photo was collected by Mr. NAKAZA
Hisao. It recorded the Stone Gate of Bengatake (former National
Treasure). Bengatake is an utaki (sacred worshipping place) located 1
km east from Shuri Castle. In the Ryukyu Dynasty, the kings visited there
to conduct rituals. The Stone Gate was said to be built in 1519. Mr.
NAKAZA eagerly collected photos and drawings of the cultural
properties of Ryukyu taken before WWII. For example, he went to Tokyo
in August 1954 at his own expense and obtained the items concerned
from the present Agency for Cultural Properties.

The Department has been conducting optical documentation and
research on cultural properties for a long time. Research using old
photos is effective and we may obtain information about the
condition change of existing cultural properties or appearances of lost
ones. Dry glass plates comprising detailed images from Meiji to the
beginning of Showa Era are important information sources.

Before World War I, cultural properties, namely 23 national
treasures including the Main Building of Shuri Castle, were most
densely located in Okinawa among Japanese prefectures. However,
during the War, not only people’ s lives but also the cultural properties
in the period of the Ryukyu Dynasty were lost due to a series of naval
gunfire and ground battles. The photos that recorded scenery and
people before the war are crucial as a key to understand the area.
Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum has been collecting such
photographic materials. The Department conducts study jointly with
the Museum on the techniques to obtain as much information as
possible from the materials among the museum'’s collections as well
as from the existing cultural properties recorded in these photos, so
that we may utilize and disseminate the information for studying
cultural properties in Okinawa.
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Bengatake (Designated as a Historic Site of Okinawa Prefecture in 1956)
Photographed on October 9th, 2020
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Because the Japanese Army Headquarters were settled in a shelter
near Shuri Castle, the castle and surrounding areas were almost
completely destroyed by the attacks by the US armed forces in 1945;
the Stone Gate of Bengatake also disappeared. The present cement
concrete gate was built in 1954 through voluntary efforts of the locals
of Shuri Torihoricho, expenses were donated by an association of
people from Okinawa Prefecture in Hawaii named Uruma Isshinkai. It is
crucial for the community to revive the function of the gate to protect
the place where spirits come down. We photographed the utaki from

the same angle as in the old photo to record its meaning for the locals.
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