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Research Activities amid COVID-19 Pandemic
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Disseminating Information on Cultural Properties During the COVID-19 Pandemic
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The Department of Art Research, Archives,
and Information Systems is investigating the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the art
world, by collecting, organizing, and creating a database of information on cancelled or
postponed exhibitions in Japan. In the current fiscal year, we are interviewing people in the
art world and galleries in other countries and plan to publish these online.

In addition, following a temporary closure (February 28 to June 8, 2020), the Tobunken
Library, which is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Art Research, Archives, and
Information Systems, is now open for browsing under a prior reservation system with
reduced hours and days (as of April 2021). Simultaneously, we are working toward digitizing
the materials in our collection and promoting broader use so that users can easily browse

) ) the valuable materials from outside the institute. Additionally, in a joint project with the
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at our Library exhibition catalogues from the Meiji to early Showa eras, and other materials online.
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Intangible cultural heritage amid COVID-19 Pandemic

I SULBEE (S A2 DSEBT 2T SISO T TR B ARED TR D E

o ZDIth. TOFUDIEIOF DA L ZBHER U LBERUZ DERICSZ

FBFAE UL EEDRS(CRNDF T M LEEL Cld, SHESF

8. TERM. RIS, REEMEEORAEDBLCRRIEBEITHEED(C.HE

IR IEL, BROAR. BHICEHTLFT,
HERARORRDSSE. [EHAECHI D IO T+ L ABDOFE]CDONT
FEFRFR—LR—ITEZORERISTEEBICRIEL. BLZ—RIC—EDIE

ETEHLUCVET . Fo, IBER DTSR BEEHE [HR 051 )LRE

S | & U TSR — A — IR UFacebook X—I KD FIEL TLIE

g_o

EOICT[VU—XBESUEBESHEIOFT A )VAIELU T UEROBREORE, s sb@Es a0 r 9 UA TI4—5 01 (56
BEBRCOI T BRRBERENE U T4 —S A0 [EREEEHA IO D)l BREHRI0T 5L

2 (2020.9.25. SEULEATR SRR [ 74— 5 L B LT [ 8 | B R o e O e the
XALEFAZEHER ] (JE—~. 2020.12.25) ZRHEL. ZDFCRBEEAFITDES  COViD-19 Pandemic”
BICREBETHTUEL .

Intangible cultural heritage is formed and can be passed down only through the activities of people. Therefore, the recent
COVID-19 pandemic has affected intangible cultural heritage and its inheritance involving the foundation of intangible cultural
heritage. The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage strives to gain an understanding of the current state of various performing
arts, handicraft techniques, folk techniques, conservation techniques, and so on, through investigations, as well as collecting
related information and publishing and updating this information.

Among the results of research and investigation, we are presenting an outline of “The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on
traditional performing arts” on our website with representational graphs. We will update this outline approximately once a month.
Additionally, under “COVID-19 and intangible cultural heritage,” we are providing supporting information, new attempts, and
related information on the institute’s website and Facebook page.

In addition to these, in the series “Intangible Cultural Heritage and COVID-19,” we have held the first forum “Traditional
Performing Arts amid the COVID-19 Pandemic” (September 25, 2020, Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties),
which aimed at sharing information and challenges and exchanging opinions to solve problems, and the 15" Conference on the
Study of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties (remote, December 25, 2020), corresponding to the second forum. The recorded videos
from these events were published and the reports were issued.
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COVID-19 countermeasures for the public release of the mural paintings of Takamatsuzuka and Kitora Tumuli
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Mural paintings in the Takamatsuzuka and Kitora Tumuli are being conserved and
restored in the village of Asuka, Nara. The Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties (Tobunken) is conducting related investigations and research for determining . . e
future directions of relevant activities. It is also conducting scientific research into the ,i\'%*ﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬁ@ﬁEif‘gﬁﬁﬁﬁlwﬁ?@%'hb'j
materials used in the mural paintings in conjunction with the Nara National Research ST AE o o
Institute for Cultural Properties (Nabunken). Each year, Tobunken opens the mural '\ﬂeaTS“k””g fine pkartT'c'es " the visitors’ corridor of
paintings to the public at their original site to check for changes in the environment and " fkamatsuzuka fumulus
other matters from the perspective of conserving the mural paintings. Presently, taking
measures against the COVID-19 infection has become imperative. Thus, the paintings were opened to the public after considering
conservation science, such as checking the ventilation by measuring the carbon dioxide concentration in the visitor’s corridor and
measuring fine particle spray with a particle counter to investigate the cleanliness of the air.
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International training courses for sharing digital documentation technologies
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The COVID-19 pandemic has introduced worldwide travel bans. The
Japan Center for International Cooperation in Conservation planned and
held an online international training course in 3D photogrammetry for
staff in partner countries, aiming to actively utilize digital documentation
technologies to foster international cooperation in the field of cultural
heritage post-COVID-19. Mr. Noguchi Jun of the Japanese Center for South Asian Cultural Heritage JCSACH) facilitated the course and
provided a practical program through lectures and hands-on training. When 3D photogrammetry is accepted as a common
documentation method in every country and remote sharing of 3D information on cultural heritage is realized, we will be able to
witness new developments in future international cooperation projects.
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Lecture on 3D modeling process (courtesy of Noguchi Jun)
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COVID-19 countermeasures at the Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
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At the Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, we are implementing
measures, including thoroughly disinfecting, cleaning, and ventilating the buildings, installing
plastic panels to prevent droplet infection, and measuring the temperatures of visitors to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 to other visitors and staff.
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Measuring temperatures at the institute  Sanitizing doorknobs, etc. by carefully Partition installed to prevent droplet
reception wiping the surfaces infection



