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The Establishment of Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center
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Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center
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The Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center was established as part of the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage on
October 1, 2020. Its headquarters are located in the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (Nabunken). Additionally, the
Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (Tobunken) has been given the status of a core location for the Eastern Japan block.
The Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center utilizes the expansive network of cultural property-related organizations. This
center has been formed to ensure disaster mitigation for preventing cultural properties from being affected by disasters and achieve system
creation and technical development to promptly rescue cultural properties affected by disasters. Furthermore, the center assists in rescue
efforts for cultural properties when disasters occur.
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Regime of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center The five pillars of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management
Center
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Investigation and research into storage environments for disaster-affected materials
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The accident at the TEPCO Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Station that occurred immediately after the Great East
Japan Earthquake resulted in the creation of extensive
restricted entry zones within the prefecture of Fukushima.
Most of the cultural properties located in these zones were
transported outside the restricted zones from FY 2012 and  mmevtatibrs—ETE (EEAA) COBERSE
are currently stored in the Fukushima Cultural Property Environmental investigations at the Fukushima Cultural Property Center,
Center, Shirakawa Branch (Mahoron). However, this newly Shirakawa Branch (Mahoron)
constructed storage facility has been found to generate
acetaldehyde, which is harmful for conserving cultural
properties. Additionally, environmental investigations to
discover its source, as well as examinations to reduce its
concentration, are underway.
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Training on disaster prevention for cultural properties
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The Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center
conducts various trainings, symposia, and so on, related to
disaster risk mitigation and management. In FY 2020, we
conducted a training conference on the topic of “Cultural
Property Rescue and Psychosocial Support” at the National
Ainu Museum newly established in Shiraoi, Hokkaido. This is
an endeavor toward acknowledging and responding to the
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“Cultural Property Rescue and Psychosocial Support,” training on disaster

need for psychosocial support for people involved in cultural prevention for cultural properties

property rescue, in addition to helping people affected by
disasters.
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Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage from disasters
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For protecting cultural heritage from disaster, intangible cultural heritage
requires a unique approach, which is unlike that used for tangible cultural
heritage. First, to understand the basic information, such as location, we
are creating a nationwide database. Additionally, we are archiving related
still and moving images, sounds, literature, and other data, which tend to
be lost when disasters occur. Furthermore, we are building a network of
people responsible for cultural heritage in every prefecture in Japan to
foster information sharing. Besides these, we are also conducting ongoing
investigations into creating dynamic documentation of intangible cultural
heritage.
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General Database of Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Lion Dance revived after the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake (Onagawa, Miyagi)



