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DEPARTMENT OF
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage conducts basic
research useful for the preservation and transmission of intangible
cultural heritage of Japan, such as intangible cultural properties,
intangible folk cultural properties and conservation techniques for
cultural properties. Audio-visual documentation, which is a
significant method for the safeguarding of intangible cultural
heritage, is conducted and new methods for documentation are
also investigated.

’Intangible Cultural Properties Section
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Intangible Cultural Properties Section conducts investigation and
research on traditional performing arts, traditional craft techniques and
conservation techniques for cultural properties by studying their actual
conditions and historical changes.

'Intangible Folk Cultural Properties Section
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Intangible Folk Cultural Properties Section conducts investigation and
research on intangible folk cultural properties, such as manners and
customs, folk performing arts and folk techniques, on the basis of
fieldwork. Actual issues and their countermeasures are discussed with
persons concerned.

'Audio-VisuaI Documentation Section
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Audio-Visual Documentation Section conducts research on methods
of documentation and archiving. It also documents intangible cultural
properties, intangible folk cultural properties and conservation
techniques for cultural properties in order to understand their present
conditions and to transmit them to future generations.
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Recording of a live performance of “Tokiwazu-bushi” conducted in line with measures to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 (L-R: Tokiwazu HidemidayU, Tokiwazu
Kikumidayt, Tokiwazu Kanetayu, Tokiwazu Mojibei, Kishizawa Shikimatsu, and Kishizawa Shikiharu)
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Traditional performing arts
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Craft techniques
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Recording live performances
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Making documentation on site
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Verifying better documenting methods

EHEEROZIFAN-EIE

Accepting and managing endowed documents
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Advice on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage
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Measures on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage
from disasters
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Conservation techniques for tangible cultural properties

Conservation techniques for intangible cultural properties
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Folk performing arts, manners and customs
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Folk techniques
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Research exchange with the National Intangible Heritage
Center in the Republic of Korea
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Participation in international study meetings
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Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties
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Conference on the Transmission of Intangible Cultural
Heritage (Traditional Techniques)

Dissemination and Utilization
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Public lectures
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Research and Report on Intangible Cultural Heritage

MR EANLHRAHRREE]
Report on the Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk

Cultural Properties
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Report on the Transmission of Intangible Cultural Heritage
(Traditional Techniques)
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Digitization and compilation of inventories of collected
documents
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Database on traditional performing arts and musical
instruments
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Intangible Cultural Heritage Archives
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Study on the Safeguarding and utilization of intangible cultural properties
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Surveys are conducted on the techniques of traditional performing arts and craft techniques as
well as on conservation techniques for cultural properties by collecting relevant data in order to
develop a clearer understanding of their current state and to contribute to their safeguarding.

Recording is also conducted with respect to those intangible cultural properties for which there is
an urgent need. Traditional performing arts are recorded on an ongoing basis. In addition, research
is conducted on raw materials for dyeing and weaving textiles, such as linen and silk, as well as on
Japanese traditional musical instruments, such as shamisen and biwa, and their production
techniques.
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Making shamisen

(Mr. OTAKI Katsuhiro, Tokyo Wagakki Co., Ltd.)
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Study on the Safeguarding and utilization of intangible folk cultural properties
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Nationwide surveys are implemented, relevant data are collected and verification of survey and recording methods are conducted with the aim of
contributing to the safeguarding of folk cultural properties, such as folk performing arts, festivals and events as well as folk techniques.

In addition, case-study research on transmission and safeguarding activities is conducted to explore relevant issues and potential new approaches in
collaboration with related parties throughout Japan.

Examples of this work are the field surveys on shishimai (lion dance) and techniques of making use of tree barks.
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Scaled down Yutate lion dance due to the COVID-19 pandemic (Hakone, Basketry technique used to weave wooden strips of painted maple (Yogo,
Kanagawa) Shiga)



DEPARTMENT OF INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
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International cultural exchange in the field of intangible cultural heritage
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The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage undertakes research-related exchange,
international cooperation and data collection to safeguard intangible cultural heritage in
collaboration with related organizations in other countries. Through the ongoing
research-related exchange with the National Intangible Heritage Center in the Republic of
Korea since 2008, the Department has promoted personnel interchange and organized
joint study groups. The Department conducts its projects in cooperation with the
International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region
(IRCI). Furthermore, the Department staff attend the Intergovernmental Committee for the
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO to collect
information about the current status of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in other
countries. In FY 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic caused difficulties in conducting
international academic exchanges. However, we continued our projects by attending
online conferences.
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Studying conservation techniques for cultural properties
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To protect cultural properties, we must preserve and share techniques to conserve and
restore cultural properties and to produce materials and tools for the restoration, in
addition to the cultural properties themselves. The Department of Intangible Cultural
Heritage investigates and studies traditional techniques that are indispensable in the
conservation of cultural properties; for example, the research on the production and
restoration of music instruments vital for traditional performing arts as well as the
manufacturing techniques for silk textiles essential for repairing textile craftworks.
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Joint research on tea production with the National Intangible
Heritage Center of the Republic of Korea (Uji, Kyoto, 2018).
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Attending the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safe-

guarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (Namibia, 2015).

FEER DR ERAMTDFEE (20204F)
Investigating the production of koto (2020)

fEfEERMTDOFREE (2016%)
Investigating the manufacture of silk textiles (2016)
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