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The Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
(Tobunken) originated from the Japan Art Academy-affiliated Institute of
Art Research, which was established in 1930. Presently, it is an unparal-
leled institute that comprehensively conducts investigation and research
into cultural heritage, including intangible cultural properties, investiga-
tion and research into conservation science and restoration techniques,
and international cooperation regarding cultural heritage.

In line with the current five-year medium-term plan, which starts in the
current year, the institute has renamed its Modern Cultural Heritage
Section in the Center for Conservation Science to the Restoration
Techniques Section. It will further research into restoration techniques for
new materials used in modern cultural heritage items and restoration
techniques for cultural properties damaged in disasters.

Furthermore, the project to promote the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk
Mitigation Network, which was started by the headquarters of the
National Institutes for Cultural Heritage and others in FY 2014, has been
handed over to the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center,
which was launched in October 2020. Additionally, the institute has
been given the status of the location for eastern Japan. We will continue
to research conservation methods for cultural properties incorporating
preventative and disaster mitigation perspectives, including intangible
cultural heritage.

We aim to operate our organization more efficiently and effectively,
while striving to further develop it as a hub for comprehensive research
and investigation and international cooperation in the protection of
cultural properties. We would greatly appreciate your support and
assistance.

SAITO Takamasa
Director General
Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties



