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World Heritage Seminar
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The World Heritage Convention is a very well known international treaty, which has been ratified by 193 countries and has inscribed
1121 sites to the World Heritage List as of April 2020. It attracts great interest among the general public in Japan as well. New
nominations for the World Heritage from Japan are featured in the news every year.

At the same time, the situation concerning the conservation of the World Heritage sites is becoming more complex. Not only various
development pressures and changes among the communities supporting the sites but also the wide variety of types of sites hinders the
conservation method from being simple. Rules of the World Heritage are also constantly changing and sometimes we are lost in their
interpretation.

Considering such situation, the Institute has held the World Heritage Seminar every year since 2018 to provide a report on the latest
World Heritage Committee meeting as well as lectures and discussions on a specific topic each year. The Seminar aims to share the
newest trend and provide a place to exchange information among the experts mainly from the municipalities which have World
Heritage sites in Japan.
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Restoration work of the East Gate of Ta Nei Temple in Angkor
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The Japan Center for International Cooperation in Conservation continuously supports the conservation and sustainable develop-
ment activities of Angkor, Cambodia by the Authority for the Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap
(APSARA).

In FY 2019, architectural and archaeological research on the East Gate of Ta Nei temple were implemented in collaboration with
restoration work by APSARA. Ta Nei is a small temple located in the north of Ta Prohm, a popular tourist site as a photogenic and atmo-
spheric combination of the jungle and ruins. It is considered to have been built in the end of 12th century, and the original buildings
and structures have still remained well at the site. The dismantlement of masonry structures has been completed, and various informa-
tion about construction techniques in the Angkor period have been collected through architectural and archaeological research. In
addition, a head of the Buddhist statue was found resting on the floor from the soil deposited inside the gate.

The Center is continuing this year to give technical assistance to the restoration project of the East Gate.




