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I Conservation of the mural paintings of Takamatsuzuka and Kitora Tumuli
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Conservation works are being conducted in Asuka-mura, Nara Prefecture for
the mural paintings of Takamatsuzuka and Kitora Tumuli. The Institute is
involved in investigations and research to work out a conservation policy. Also,
in collaboration with the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Center for Conservation Science is conducting scientific research on the materials
used for the mural paintings of each tumulus. Cleaning of the painting surface
on Takamatsuzuka Tumulus entered the final adjusting phase, and focus will be
placed on maintenance and research projects. For Kitora Tumulus, the fragments
of mural paintings have been reconstructed, and the mural paintings are
exhibited in the museum. These conservation works for both mural paintings are
based on current study of the restoration materials project.

ERIIUYAAV I3y

I Tokyo Shishimai Collection
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Maintenance works for the mural paintings of Kitora
Tumulus
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Restoration work on the paintings of Takamatsuzuka
Tumulus
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The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage is engaged not only in the
research of intangible cultural heritage but also in the communication and
construction of networks. As a part of that project it has started the Tokyo
Shishimai Collection jointly with the Japan Arts Council. In May 2019,
shishimai (lion dance) groups invited from Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima
performed in the front yard of the Tokyo National Museum (co-sponsor). A
large audience viewed the folk performing art that contributed to the
revitalization of Tohoku area affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake. In
January, Shishimai Forum 2020 was held at which transmitters from
Yamagata, Toyama, Nagano and Okinawa spoke about the characteristics
and appeal of their respective shishimai. Information is available on the
website.
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Lion dance and Tiger dance of the areas damaged by the
Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011 participated in the
Tokyo Shishimai Collection 2020 Pre
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Lion dance performance of Okinawa in Shishimai Forum
2020



