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Research Institute for Cultural Properties
Utilization of Cultural Properties —

Cultural properties were constructed in our predecessor’s life experiences and
were created in the cultural activities that have been passed down to this day. For
those who live today, they are not only spiritual support that continues to the
future but also a very significant norm for new cultural and artistic activities.

Cultural properties are not relics of the past by any means. They are the source
of abundance in our life. Recently, attempts are made throughout Japan to find
cultural properties that are closely related to a particular area and to actively utilize
them together with their surrounding environments. Among such activities by the
local people to revitalize their area, particularly for those who are engaged in
regional development through the preservation and transmission of cultural
properties, cultural properties serve as a way to confirm their position in the
present world and lead to confidence and pride in living as a members of the
region.

Of the diverse social activities of people, the Institute conducts fundamental,
pragmatic investigation and research on cultural assets including such tangible
cultural properties as craftworks, historic buildings and modern cultural heritage as
well as such intangible cultural properties as traditional performing arts and local
manufacturing techniques. It also promotes researches on traditional conservation
methods that are indispensable for the preservation and transmission of diverse
cultural properties and, when necessary, on development of conservation methods
that employ modern scientific technology.

The Institute also focuses on contributing internationally by disseminating the
results of these studies, providing fundamental information and techniques related
to the protection of cultural properties and holding courses in capacity develop-
ment and transfer of techniques to those engaged in this field not only in Japan
but also abroad.

In an increasingly maturing society, the role that cultural properties are expected
to fulfill is becoming all the more important. The Institute continues to conduct
fundamental research so as to make this movement more certain.
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Investigation on materials of film base used for photographing mural paintings
in Kondo, Horyuji-temple
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Course: “The workshops on the Conservation of Textiles”
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