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DEPARTMENT OF ART RESEARCH,
ARCHIVES AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS
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Research of cultural properties as well as the accumulation of
related texts and visual data are essential elements for preserving,
conveying and utilizing cultural properties today. The Department
of Art Research, Archives and Information Systems focuses
primarily on art historically-based research of cultural properties; it
produces and disseminates materials based on the results of those
studies. It also works to foster research exchange both within
Japan and abroad.

The results of research are published in various reports and
journals, such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies)
and the Yearbook of Japanese Art. Resulting data are also made
available through public lectures and displays in the Kuroda
Memorial Hall. The aim of the Department is to make the cultural
properties information archives, created from the materials
collected and organized through its research, available to the
public via the Institute’s Library and website.

In addition, the Department manages all the information
systems of the Institute and creates the website.

I Cultural Properties Information Section

Cultural Properties Information Section manages and operates the
information systems needed to disseminate information about the
Institute’s various activities, operates its website and publishes its
Annual Report. The Section also analyzes information related to
cultural properties from Japan and abroad, and conducts research on
ways to utilize such information for the preservation and handling of
cultural properties.

@The Image Laboratory produces an image bank that provides various
information related to cultural properties by employing the latest
digital and optical technologies.

I Archives Section

Archives Section organizes archives, collects documents and image
data related to cultural properties, and makes these materials available
to the public.

@The Library collects documents and visual materials related to cultural
properties. It also conducts digitization of materials and construction
of the database of research materials and information. The Library is
open to the public three days a week.

IJapan and East Asian Art History Section

Japan and East Asian Art History Section conducts fundamental
research and organizes materials that form the basis for such research
on artworks created in Japan and East Asia from the pre-modern period
onwards.

I Modern/Contemporary Art Section

Modern/Contemporary Art Section focuses on visual arts produced in
Japan and abroad from the modern through contemporary periods.
Considering the diversification of expression and media, international
exchange and globalization of information, this Section conducts both
collection of materials and survey of studies on these artworks.

ITrans—DiscipIinary Research Section

Trans-Disciplinary Research Section examines problems among
genres, times and areas. It also studies the history of art from a broad
perspective in cooperation with researchers in related fields of natural,
social and human sciences.
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techniques and materials for the production of art works Management of the Library
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Research on analysis, utilization and dissemination of
information about cultural properties
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“Shaping the Fundamentals of Research on Japanese Art” with the Sainsbury Maintenance and improv_ement of the
Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures information system security
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“Collaborative Initiative for the Creation of Japanese Art Research Base” with
the Getty Research Institute

OEANDEARFRMDOTF 2RO E UIRRE. KRS DR

Collaboration with scholars and institutions studying Japanese and Asian arts
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Publication of the Yearbook of Japanese Art, The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal
of Art Studies), Annual Report and others
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Holding public lectures and colloquia
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Lecture at the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and
Cultures
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Joint research on Heian Buddhist paintings with the Tokyo National Museum
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Research of Kujaku Myoo, Tokyo National Museum

Japanese Buddhist painting, particularly that of the 12th century
during the Heian period, reveals a realm of delicately rendered beauty.
The extreme intricacy of its techniques is hard to see with the naked
eye, and thus hinders a specific understanding of their details. In a joint
research project with the Tokyo National Museum, the Department
photographed the Heian Buddhist paintings in the Museum collection
using high-resolution digital technology available at the Institute. The
images produced provide a detailed understanding of the techniques
used, allowing the project participants to consider how those
techniques are related to the intentions of the producers and an
appreciation of the expressiveness of the works. Furthermore, the
diversified research has been proceeded using X-ray fluorescence
spectrometer for analysis of color materials by a cooperative study with
the Center for Conservation Science.

EVSEIBRDIREY
Examining images produced in the project
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Research of the western-style sword in the early Edo period by an invited foreign expert
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Research of the Minakuchi Rapier by Dr. Pierre Terjanian

Fujisaka Shrine in Minakuchi, Koka City, Shiga Prefecture has been
possessing a cruciform sword, which is said to have been owned by
feudal load KATO Yoshiaki, ancestor of the Kato Domain ruling
Minakuchi area. The department has investigated this sword, which
previously received little scholarly attention, as a part of history of
material culture study.

In September 2017, the department invited Dr. Pierre Terjanian,
curator in charge of western arms and armor history at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, for the research of this sword. By his
research an astonishing fact was revealed that the Minakuchi rapier
(sword) was finely made in Japan on the model of western rapiers
manufactured in the early 17th century.

The department will conduct research about various kinds of craft
and art works to deepen the understanding of the value and historical
significance of Japanese and Asian cultural properties.

MRS TORERBRBRS
Presentation of the research result in the colloquium
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Regarding Japanese modern female painters—— A study of KURIHARA Gyokuyo
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Apparent happiness, Real happiness by KURIHARA Gyokuyo, 1917 (This
work’s whereabouts is unknown, above images are quoted from the post
cards of the Bunten exhibition.)

Department of Art Research, Archives and Information Systems
proceeds with a study of Japanese modern female painters, as a part of
modern/contemporary art research. In the Taisho period (1912-25),
many Japanese female painters flourished and KURIHARA Gyokuyo
(1883-1922) was one of them. Gyokuyo drew many paintings, subjects
of which are female characters of dramas and stories and little girls,
and succeeded submitting her works to Bunten and Teiten exhibitions.
Gyokuyo was called the foremost female painter in Tokyo during the
Taisho period. She formed the Getsuyo-kai, a study group of Japanese
style paintings with other female painters and was a central figure of
female Japanese style painters in Tokyo.

Apparent happiness, Real happiness by Gyokuyo which was sent to
Bunten exhibition in 1917, depicts a woman dressed in Korean
peninsula’s fashion in the style which is completely different with her
previous paintings with little girls in former Bunten exhibitions. Having
her submission rejected at Bunten in the preceding year, Gyokuyo
visited the Korean peninsula for sketching, and produced this work. It
can be said that this painting proved a new challenge of Gyokuyo.

Furthermore, the photogravures of female painters and their
paintings submitted to Bunten and Teiten were frequently published in
women’s magazines in the Taisho period and this painting was
featured in some magazines.

In December 2018, an exhibition titled "KURIHARA Gyokuyo and
those days; New Japan Beauty” will be held in Nagasaki Museum of
History and Culture that is located in Nagasaki Prefecture where
Gyokuyo came from. The department will cooperate with the museum
for the exhibition through the research and study of Gyokuyo.
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A photogravure of KURIHARA Gyokuyo with Apparent happiness. Real
happiness Shukujo-gaho vol.6-11, October 1917.



