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Centers and Departments

DEPARTMENT OF ART RESEARCH,
ARCHIVES AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS
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Research of cultural properties as well as the accumulation of
related texts and visual data are essential elements for preserving,
conveying and utilizing cultural properties today. The Department
of Art Research, Archives and Information Systems focuses
primarily on art historically-based research of cultural properties; it
produces and disseminates materials based on the results of those
studies. It also works to foster research exchange both within
Japan and abroad.

The results of research are published in various reports and
journals, such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies)
and the Yearbook of Japanese Art. Resulting data are also made
available through public lectures and displays in the Kuroda
Memorial Hall. The aim of the Department is to make the cultural
properties information archives, created from the materials
collected and organized through its research, available to the
public via the Institute’s Library and website.

In addition, the Department manages all the information
systems of the Institute and creates the website.

I Cultural Properties Information Section

Cultural Properties Information Section manages and operates the
information systems needed to disseminate information about the
Institute’s various activities, operates its website and publishes its
Annual Report. The Section also analyzes information related to
cultural properties from Japan and abroad, and conducts research on
ways to utilize such information for the preservation and handling of
cultural properties.

@The Image Laboratory produces an image bank that provides various
information related to cultural properties by employing the latest
digital and optical technologies.

I Archives Section

Archives Section organizes archives, collects documents and image
data related to cultural properties, and makes these materials available
to the public.

@The Library collects documents and visual materials related to cultural
properties. It also conducts digitization of materials and construction
of the database of research materials and information. The Library is
open to the public three days a week.

IJapan and East Asian Art History Section

Japan and East Asian Art History Section conducts fundamental
research and organizes materials that form the basis for such research
on artworks created in Japan and East Asia from the pre-modern period
onwards.

I Modern/Contemporary Art Section

Modern/Contemporary Art Section focuses on visual arts produced in
Japan and abroad from the modern through contemporary periods.
Considering the diversification of expression and media, international
exchange and globalization of information, this Section conducts both
collection of materials and survey of studies on these artworks.

ITrans—DiscipIinary Research Section

Trans-Disciplinary Research Section examines problems among
genres, times and areas. It also studies the history of art from a broad
perspective in cooperation with researchers in related fields of natural,
social and human sciences.
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Studies and Activities
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Researches
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Research on materials of Japanese and Asian art history
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Research and compilation of materials on modern and
contemporary art
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Inter-disciplinary research and dissemination of expression,
techniques and materials for the production of art works
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Research on analysis, utilization and dissemination of
information about cultural properties
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Collaboration in Research
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“Shaping the Fundamentals of Research on Japanese Art” with the Sainsbury
Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures
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“Collaborative Initiative for the Creation of Japanese Art Research Base” with
the Getty Research Institute
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Collaboration with scholars and institutions studying Japanese and Asian arts
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Dissemination of Research Results
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Publication of the Yearbook of Japanese Art, The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal
of Art Studies), Annual Report and others
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Holding Public Lectures and colloquia
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Utilization of web pages and SNS for disseminating research results
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Establishment and Enrichment of Archives
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Comprehensive study on sharing results and information
about research on cultural properties
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Enrichment of professional archives and comprehensive
reference
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Management of the Library
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Establishment and Maintenance
of Information Systems
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Management of the information
infrastructure for research activities
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Maintenance and improvement of the
information system security
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Investigation of the National Treasure Fugen Bosatsu (Samantabhadra)
Image (study with optical analyses of Buddhist art and others, in
collaboration with the Tokyo National Museum)
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Investigation of craft art from the Momoyama to the early Edo periods, with focus on Namban lacquer

[FZEARSE] £lF. AUBIRAICTI TUA - PI7Z AL TE
FUTSRIL MAILASDFEICKD, 16tHicEFNS 1 7iHichTH
[CHNF TRECTHIFSNERAK [CBH S NISREBE CTH O FRDE
Y7 AR GHROFEGEIE CEETT S EWVW D IHBDOKRIZR > CTL
F9. TUTCHEFOAXZPERBZEEDMREICLD. CDMEE
RealFB(CTF EARDBHER DDHES T, Xk - T - Bt
BECTITEMDEERZOSHRHD. BRORHMZRRUZEE
MTHDIENDD O TEFX LT,

S TIEINF TORERSRICN T DMGRITRHEMNFTZIToT
TFUEH. FH29F (2017) 3R, AN 1 1 ROIRELE
BIIRHMAR [MERRGODLZRMEZRS ] Z_HEICDOIZDE
L. SEMRFEICDOVTCOINERPONTERRS. FeTnoS
[CHTDEFICK DT, T3 UIEIEADmEREDIRS AN CTH
DL FIEELDRHENANDRFHRSNE LT,

SEWTIF. INDSBRMRSZ P CORADIERICEET S
T—N7ZRE UCMREZREL. RIOMREEOMENTPEIESE
firtEm & T DEENEREENDEFZRD TVNEVEEZ T
ED

zﬁm%gi' i
EEER

i

Namban lacquer refers to lacquerware that was produced in Kyoto
from the latter half of the 16th century to the early half of the 17th
century by order of the Portuguese and other Europeans who came to
Japan via Africa and Asia during the Age of Commerce and that were
exported to the West. They are characterized by a unique style in which
traditional hiramakie technique is applied to decorate western style
objects. Recent studies in the humanities and natural sciences have
revealed that they not only simply possess characteristics of the West
and of Japan but also that they reflect the features of the time,
containing various elements from different parts of Asia in their
patterns, materials and techniques.

The Department, which had been continuously conducting research
on Namban lacquer, held an international symposium entitled “In
Search of the Multiple Origins of Namban Lacquer” in March 2017.
During the two days of the symposium, 11 researchers from the
Institute and outside presented reports on the methodology of various
research methods and the results thus obtained. Discussion of these
presentations revealed that such methods are effective in studying
Namban lacquer. The symposium also brought forward possible
expectations for further investigation and research.

The Department plans to continue holding study meetings on
Namban lacquer and craft work of the time, introducing the most
recent trends in research and deepening understanding of different
types of works of art and their historical significances.
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Left: International Symposium Proceedings “In Search of the Multiple Origins of Namban
Lacquer”
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Above: International Symposium “In Search of the Multiple Origins of Namban Lacquer,”
a view of the satellite room
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Research related to MATSUZAWA Yutaka
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MATSUZAWA Yutaka (1922 — 2006) is an artist known for works based on his unique concept
and performance. He incorporates Eastern views of religion and space, modern mathematics and
cosmophysics into his thoughts and expresses those thoughts and concepts as art. Today, he is an
important artist known not only in Japan but also internationally as a pioneer of “conceptual art.”

The Department, in collaboration with MATSUZAWA Yutaka Psi Room Foundation, a general

foundational juridical person managed by the artist’s surviving family and other related persons to
safeguard and manage his works and related materials, has studied archives and held discussions.

In the midst of rising international interest in post-war to modern art of Japan, the collection, HEDEMRFIVIN—NE&Ia—IEMNEE
ordering and utilization of archives on contemporary artists have been subjects of discussion even (OYE219715) RE  WEARTR
among those related to cultural property archives. The Department will continue to study MATSU- MATSUZAWA Yutaka with British artists Gilbert

Kai . ith related hil h X delib . h | & George (London, 1971)
ZAWA Yutaka in cooperation with related persons while at the same time deliberating on the role Photograph by Ms. MATSUZAWA Kumiko

of the Institute as a research organization.

WEB(TUADEE) 2015FRE, MATSUZAWA Yutaka “Psi's Room” photographed in 2015

REFE T FILEICET SMWEIREFDERE (CESNIc [ TT A DEE] . “Psi’'s Room” built in the silkworm-rearing room of MATSUZAWA's former
NEHEE = e I - ERERDIIET residence on Nakasendo in Shimosuwa, Nagano Prefecture is the place where
WD P V%V(DE(D%KW& bt% RYDILODRRERDIET MATSUZAWA contemplated his thoughts so as to express various thoughts and
T, BRI TI . 1FR. BREETENCCDZE[(E. (FRZEHET concepts as art. This space, overflowing with passionate objects, works and
DIZTCEET. CNERHEICEI DTN LT EDAEREDEES LT materials, is important in understanding the artist. Possibilities and ways of

passing these into the future are also considered as topics for study.
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