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Conservation of the Great Buddha of Kamakura
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The Great Buddha of Kamakura was conserved in 2016 with government support
57 years after the main conservation project of the Showa period. The Institute was
in charge of the major part of this conservation project. The contents of conservation,
which lasted for 58 days from January 13 to March 10, 2016, included cleaning,
survey to record damages, survey of the state of the metals, microtremor observation,
survey of the base isolation system, meteorological observation, photography before
and after conservation, and construction of a scaffold. Dust and bird droppings on
the head, a part which could not be reached during periodical washing, were
removed, and sea salt particles that caused progressive copper corrosion were — $tERLDII—ZVIEEDET
washed out. In addition, much data which would help future conservation of the  Cleanig of the Great Buddha of Kamakura
Great Buddha, including a record of damages and results of non-destructive analysis
(fluorescent X-ray spectroscopy and X-ray diffraction analysis), were obtained. In the
future, these results will continue to be analyzed and seismic behavior of the Great

Buddha will be examined. Furthermore, advice regarding maintenance will be given
to the owner in order to maintain the current state.
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Research on the conservation of modern cultural heritage
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Modern cultural heritage such as factories, bridges, aircrafts and rolling
stock are large in scale and composed of diverse materials. Today, with the
increase in the number of such designated items, the need for their restora- s (EBEE) DLEUSEH T2 —NEESEE. 1 DFEICEDT
tion is also on the increase. However, as their structural or physical properties ~ ~7U—MENSIERELTLD.
are different from those of traditional cultural heritage, principles and meth- Fei”forced concrete apartment house on Hashima Island (Battleship
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odology of their restoration must be developed. In this context, the Institute  The concrete wall was deteriorating due to the rusting of the steel
studies modern heritage from such points of view as their restoration in the  structure.
past, deterioration of their materials and their conservation environment to
contribute to the examination of conservation planning and techniques for
modern cultural heritage.





