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Cooperation for the conservation of mural paintings in the Bagan monuments of Myanmar
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In the Bagan monuments (11-13th century) of central Myanmar, there are
numerous mural paintings inside pagodas. They are important cultural
heritage, the oldest one dating back to the 10th century. The Institute has
been cooperating on the conservation of mural paintings and training of
specialists from 2013. At one of the typical pagoda remains, No.1205 temple,
preliminary condition survey of mural paintings and material analysis survey
are being conducted. Workshops are also held for the staff of the Department
of Archaeology and National Museum. The contents of the workshops include
the method of investigation and recording of mural paintings for conservation
as well as the criteria for the selection of conservation materials. The Institute
will continue to conduct collaborative investigation focusing, in particular, on
measures against water infiltration from roofs.
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Analysis of pigments at No.1205 temple
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Conservation of the mural paintings of Takamatsuzuka and Kitora Tumuli
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Restoration works are being conducted at the restoration facility in
Asuka-mura, Nara Prefecture for the mural paintings of Takamatsuzuka and
Kitora Tumuli. Since the removal of stains from the painting surface is
important in the case of the former, studies are being made to develop
methods for cleaning and for consolidating plaster. It is necessary to try
many kinds of tests and experiments so as to select suitable methods that
will not cause any damage to the original. As for the latter, work will
continue this year to reconstruct the fragments to their original positions.
This autumn, 5 reconstructed mural paintings will be exhibited in the new

museum to be opened at the site. Currently, reconstruction methods as well
as selection and development of materials are being studied.
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Restoration work on the mural painting of Takamatsuzuka Tumulus
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Reconstruction of mural painting fragments





