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Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo
Utilization of Cultural Properties —

Cultural properties that our predecessors have built and handed down to us
are not only spiritual support for those of us living today but also have important
meaning because they function as norms for our cultural and artistic activities.
Cultural properties are by no means relics of the past. They become the source of
abundance in our lives.

Recently there are attempts to unearth cultural properties closely associated
with a particular region and to utilize them actively in daily life. Although many
of these activities were begun by the people of the community as one of the
ways to revitalize their region, for those who are devoted to community involve-
ment in preserving and transmitting, or even developing, cultural properties,
cultural properties function as ways to confirm the people’s position in the
community and as a source of joy and confidence in living in their region.

The Institute is engaged in fundamental as well as practical investigation and
study of traditional artifacts, works of art, historic buildings, modern cultural
heritage, performing arts and other intangible cultural properties including
manufacturing techniques of a given area. It also conducts research in systems
for their protection and methods for their conservation using traditional
techniques and, when necessary, applying modern scientific techniques. Further-
more, the Institute not only disseminates the results obtained from such research
but also seeks to share information with persons in related fields in Japan and
throughout the world, particularly in Asia, by supporting capacity development
for people involved in the protection of cultural properties and holding courses
and study meetings as a way of transferring techniques.
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Microtremor measurement of the Great Buddha of Kamakura

It is expected that the role of cultural properties in today’s matured society will TJVIGNIASERAR—T# V& BBDTF— S EMAGERIE
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