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Yakko odori dedicated at the Gobo Festival (Gobo City, Wakayama Prefecture)

DEPARTMENT OF
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage conducts basic
research useful for the preservation and transmission of intangible
cultural heritage of Japan, such as intangible cultural properties,
intangible folk cultural properties and conservation techniques for
cultural properties. Audio-visual documentation, which is a
significant method for the safeguarding of intangible cultural
heritage, is conducted and new methods for documentation are
also investigated.

I Intangible Cultural Properties Section

Intangible Cultural Properties Section conducts investigation and
research on classic performing arts, traditional craft techniques and
conservation techniques for cultural properties by studying their actual
conditions and historical changes.

I Intangible Folk Cultural Properties Section

Intangible Folk Cultural Properties Section conducts investigation and
research on intangible folk cultural properties, such as manners and
customs, folk performing arts and folk techniques, on the basis of
fieldwork. Actual issues and their countermeasures are discussed with
persons concerned.

IAudio—VisuaI Documentation Section

Audio-Visual Documentation Section conducts research on methods
of documentation and archiving. It also documents intangible cultural
properties, intangible folk cultural properties and conservation
techniques for cultural properties in order to understand their present
conditions and to transmit them to future generations.
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Classic performing arts
TEEMTOREEMRR
Craft techniques
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Making AV documentation of live performances
T4 —)URTDEEERIER (GZHE. FAL. BeiiD)
Making AV documentation on site
SCERFIEDREAIREL

Verifying better documenting methods
BEEROR(TAN-EE

Accepting and managing endowed documents
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Advice on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage
R SULEE DB X(CDIF TOEDE A
Measures on safeguarding intangible cultural heritage

from disaster
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Folk performing arts, festivals and events
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Folk techniques
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Research exchange with the National Intangible Heritage
Center, Republic of Korea
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Protection of cultural heritage in the island countries of
Oceania [in cooperation with the Japan Center for
International Cooperation in Conservation]
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Participation in international study meetings
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Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk Cultural Properties
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Conference on the Transmission of Intangible Cultural
Heritage (Traditional Techniques)
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Intangible Cultural Heritage Information Network

Publicizing and Utilization
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Public Lectures
(B LEER RS

Research and Report on Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Report on the Conference on the Study of Intangible Folk
Cultural Properties
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Report on the transmission of intangible cultural heritage
(traditional techniques)
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Digitization and compilation of an inventory of collected
documents
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Database on traditional performing arts and musical
instruments
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Intangible Cultural Heritage Archives
(mukeinet@tobunken.go.jp)
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Study on the preservation and utilization of intangible cultural properties
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Surveys are conducted on the techniques of classical performing arts
and craft techniques as well as on conservation techniques for cultural
properties by collecting relevant data in order to develop a clearer
understanding of their current state and to contribute to their
safeguarding. Recording is also conducted with respect to those
intangible cultural properties for which there is an urgent need.

For many years, the Department has been engaged in the recording
of traditional kodan (storytelling). Live recordings of performances by
Mr. ICHIRYUSAI Teisui have been made from 2002 and of Mr. KANDA
Shori from 2009.
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Research on and recording of folk cultural properties
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Cattle bedecked with ornaments at the Mibu Rice-planting Festival
(Kita-Hiroshima-cho)

SERD—EERT KRN (Fo) SR EHFARERT (1)
Traditional storytellers Mr. ICHIRYUSAI Teisui (left) and Mr. KANDA Shori (right)

Nationwide surveys are implemented, relevant data are collected and
verification of survey and recording methods are conducted with the
aim of contributing to the safeguarding of folk cultural properties, such
as folk performing arts, festivals and events as well as folk techniques.
In addition, case-study research on transmission and preservation
activities is used to explore relevant issues and potential new
approaches in collaboration with related parties throughout Japan.

Examples of such work are the field surveys that have been made of
the Mibu Rice-planting Festival in Kita-Hiroshima-cho, Hiroshima
Prefecture and of the cormorant fishing tradition in Miyoshi City,
Hiroshima Prefecture.
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Cormorant fishing on the Basengawa River (Miyoshi City)
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International cultural exchange in the field of intangible cultural heritage
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The Department undertakes research-related exchange, international coopera-
tion and data collection to safeguard intangible cultural heritage in collaboration
with related organizations in other countries. Since 2011, it has been engaged in
research-related exchange on an ongoing basis with the National Intangible
Heritage Center of the Republic of Korea and has also collaborated with the Center
on personnel exchange and joint hosting of conferences. In addition, starting from
2014, the Department has been collaborating with the University of the South
Pacific, situated in the Republic of Fiji, on behalf of Japan’s Agency for Cultural
Affairs on the implementation of an exchange project to investigate the impact of
climate change on cultural heritage in the Oceania region. Staff members of the
Department have sat on inter-governmental committees related to the UNESCO
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. The Depart-
ment also undertakes the collection of information related to new developments
and trends in the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage around the world.
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Working to safeguard intangible cultural heritage from disasters
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With regard to the intangible cultural heritage items that were affected by the
Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, surveys, recordings and research are
conducted. In addition, measures are being explored that could be used to help
safeguard intangible cultural heritage from disasters in the future. Specific issues
include the collection and accessing of location data that is needed following a
disaster and of record-keeping and archiving methods that can contribute to the
reconstruction and continuation of intangible cultural heritage in the aftermath of
a disaster. Endeavors are also being made to develop Intangible Cultural Heritage
Information Network that will allow such information to be shared by large
numbers of people.

SURZEN C RO EZ R DT REMEDE WV LEEDBRIKGAR (FU) ()
Survey of the current state of cultural heritage that is likely to be affected
by climate change (Kiribati)
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Ishihama shishifuri (lion-dance) performance in a temporary accommo-
dation site on the occasion of the annual Spring Prayers (Onagawa-cho,
Miyagi Prefecture)
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