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DEPARTMENT OF ART RESEARCH,
ARCHIVES AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS
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Research and surveys of cultural properties as well as the
accumulation of related texts and visual data are essential elements
of preserving, conveying and utilizing cultural properties today.
The Department of Art Research, Archives and Information Systems
focuses primarily on art historically-based research and surveys of
cultural properties, and produces and disseminates materials based
on the results of those studies. It also works to foster research
exchange both within Japan and abroad.

The results of research are published in various reports and
journals, such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies)
and the Yearbook of Japanese Art. Resulting data are also made
available through public lectures and displays in the Kuroda
Memorial Hall. The aim of the Department is to make the cultural
properties information archives, created from the materials
collected and organized through its research, available to the
public via the Institute’s Library and website.

In addition, the Department manages all the information
systems of the Institute and creates the website.

I Cultural Properties Information Section

Cultural Properties Information Section manages and operates the
information systems needed to disseminate information about the
Institute’s various activities, operates its website and publishes its
Annual Report. The Section also analyzes information related to
cultural properties from Japan and abroad, and conducts research on
ways to utilize such information for the preservation and handling of
cultural properties.

@The Image Laboratory produces an image bank that provides various
information related with cultural properties by employing the latest
digital and optical technologies.

I Archives Section

Archives Section organizes archives for the study of cultural
properties by collecting documents and image data, and makes these
materials available to the public. It is also in charge of coordinating
requests for cooperation in research from local public organizations.
@The Library collects documents and visual materials related to cultural

properties. It also conducts digitization of materials and construction

of the database of research materials and information. The Library is
open to the public three times a week.

IJapan and East Asian Art History Section

Japan and East Asian Art History Section conducts fundamental
research and organizes materials that form the basis for such research
on artworks created in Japan and East Asia from the pre-modern period
onwards.

I Modern/Contemporary Art Section

Modern/Contemporary Art Section focuses on visual arts produced in
Japan and abroad from the modern through contemporary periods.
Considering the diversification of expression and media, international
exchange and globalization of information, this Section conducts both
collection of materials and survey of studies on these artworks.

ITrans—DiscipIinary Research Section

Trans-Disciplinary Research Section examines problems among
genres, times and areas. It also studies the history of art from a broad
perspective in cooperation with researchers in related fields of natural,
social and human sciences.



| SRR DA

Studies and Activities
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Researches
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Research on materials of Japanese and Asian art history
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Research on and compilation of materials on modern and

contemporary art
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Inter-disciplinary research on the expression, techniques and
materials of art works and its dissemination
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Research on analysis, utilization and dissemination of
information about cultural properties

iZRaZi

Collaboration in Research
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Collaboration with scholars and institutions studying Japanese
and Asian arts like the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japa-
nese Arts and Cultures, Getty Research Institute and others
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Dissemination of Research Results
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Publication of the Yearbook of Japanese Art, The Bijutsu
Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies), Annual Report and others
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Holding of Public Lectures and colloquia
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Utilization of web pages and SNS for disseminating research
results
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Establishment and Enrichment of Archives
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Comprehensive study related to the sharing of results and in-
formation about research on cultural properties
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Enrichment of professional archives and comprehensive
reference
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Management of the Library
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Establishment and Maintenance of Information Systems
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Management of the information infrastructure for research
activities
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Maintenance and improvement of the information system
security
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Research meeting “Art Historian Yukio YASHIRO: Between West and East”
In fiscal 2015, the Department organized a research meeting on the late art
historian YASHIRO Yukio, which provided an opportunity for interaction
between Japanese and overseas scholars.



SRAEI BYREE DT ZALBEHE[EEE

Joint research on Heian Buddhist paintings with the Tokyo National Museum
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Examining images produced in the project
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Survey of lacquer works preserved at Tokeiji
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Japanese Buddhist painting, particularly that of the 12th century
during the Heian period, reveals a realm of delicately rendered beauty.
The extreme intricacy of its techniques is hard to see with the naked
eye, and thus hinders a specific understanding of their details. In a joint
research project with the Tokyo National Museum, the Department
photographed the Heian Buddhist paintings in the Museum collection
using high-resolution digital technology available at the Institute. The
images produced provide a detailed understanding of the techniques
used, allowing the project participants to consider how those
techniques are related to the intentions of the producers and an
appreciation of the expressiveness of the works.
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Detail of the feather section on the National Treasure, Kujaku Myoo, 12th
century, Heian period. Tokyo National Museum
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The painter achieved unique light effects by using gold paint with particles of
irregular size.

Shokozan Tokeiji, a temple in Kamakura, has preserved numerous
lacquer works, including a Namban lacquer pyx that was preserved in
Japan rather than exported. During fiscal 2015, the Department
conducted a basic hands-on survey of 10 lacquer works, predominantly
from the Edo period, preserved at the temple. The results reveal
chronological and historical postitioning of the pyx in Japan and
abroad.

£ IHSHERIGIRAENE (RS 1 7Hici) RESE
Left: Namban Lacquer Pyx with IHS Emblem and Grapes, early 17th
century, Tokeiji
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Right: Enlarged detail of the pyx's side surface
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Towards an effective dissemination of art research information: Collaborating with the academic information platform
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For quite a while the Department has been digitizing information and materials
accumulated in surveys and research, and publishing those data on the Internet.
During this fiscal year it will work in collaboration with related institutions both in
Japan and abroad to plan the dissemination and use of archival information housed
at the Institute. As one aspect of this work, the Institute has presented publications
information regarding articles and essays in the Yearbook of Japanese Art,
published by the Institute, to OCLC (Online Computer Library Center, Inc.) and thus
contributes to improving information availability for those abroad conducting
research on Japanese art. The Department has also provided PDF versions of the
Institute’s publications to JAIRO (Japanese Institutional Repositories Online) portal
operated by the National Institute of Informatics and will thus provide the
Institute’s research results to all the more people.

OCLC WorldCat 1&RZ=&REH
Results of a search on OCLC WorldCat website
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OCLC is a non-profit library service institution formed by universities
and research facilities worldwide, primarily those in America. The
WorldCat publications information database operated by OCLC is
unparalleled in terms of scale and advanced services. The National Diet
Library previously shared their Periodical Article Index data with OCLC for
the WorldCat.
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Creation of an image database of picture postcards distributed at art exhibitions
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Picture postcards of now lost or destroyed works by KURODA Seiki
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Picture postcards distributed at art exhibition venues are
effective research materials for the study of modern and
contemporary art. In some instances these postcards are impor-
tant materials conveying information about the compositions
and color schemes of now lost art works. The Department is
currently creating a digital image database of the picture
postcards in the Institute’s collection in order to further enrich
available information on artists and exhibitions.





