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Since its founding as The Institute of Art Research, the Institute has
collected art-related books, magazines and exhibition catalogues. It
now boasts Japan's largest collection of the late 19th through the mid-
20th century photograph-illustrated auction catalogues for artworks, tea
ceremony utensils and other such items.
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Materials related to SHINKAI Taketaro, who contributed to the
modernization of Japanese sculpture, were donated to the Institute in
2014. These materials, essential to an understanding of SHINKAI's oeuvre
and creative process, include his handwritten notebooks and portraits as
well as photographs and documents related to his work.
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This is the first SP record made in Japan (recorded in February 1903).
The SP record format was the single most commonly used audio media
of the first half of the 20th century. The Institute’s collections include
important recordings of various art forms, centering on traditional
Japanese performing arts.
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The Institute produces publications that primarily record research
results. Data and materials of many forms are generated in the process.

Given this broad scope, these publications serve to link those diverse
studies.
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MEEEZEE  Moving image recordings
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Scene of Mr. KANDA Shori recording the kodan "Banzuin-chobei." The
Institute produces numerous recordings related to traditional Japanese

performing arts. Many of these recordings are important examples held
only by the Institute.
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The development of a general search function allows lateral searches
of databases created by the work of the Institute’s many divisions, along
with catalogues of different types of materials in its collection. This search
method delivers invaluable information for the research of cultural
properties.

As part of its diverse research activities, the Institute both collects
and generates materials in a variety of formats. Thanks to its decades
of research, the Institute has amassed a large collection of research on
cultural properties, and the number and range of materials produced
is expected to grow in the future. Lately the issue has been raised that
these materials have previously been used only in extremely limited
circumstances. Research results, such as publications, databases,
reference documents, scientific data, images, videos, sound recordings,
activities records and ephemera, are considered the joint assets of
the entire Institute to be used as materials in the research of cultural
properties. The Institute is engaged in establishing the basis for general
cultural properties archives that will, by facilitating access to and sharing
of information not only within the Institute but also with organizations
and individuals outside the Institute, lead to a more active use of
materials available.
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The Institute is producing an inventory and database of fragments of
mural paintings from sites along the Silk Road, such as those in Bamiyan,
Afghanistan and Kala-i Kakhkakha (Tajikistan), for use in their preservation
and restoration.
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The first time that a museum borrows important cultural properties,
such as works designated as national treasures and important cultural
properties, for display in special exhibitions, the Institute cooperates on
the technical side with the Agency for Cultural Affairs, providing technical
know-how and conducting environmental surveys to confirm that the
display and storage area environment is safe for the artworks.
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Environmental survey data are accumulated in a file for each museum
and those files are grouped by prefecture for storage in the Institute.
Other data are also preserved for each museum, including basic plans,

facilities plans, detailed floor plans, environmental data from the time of
construction, and environmental survey reports.
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The Institute houses the collections of materials by specialists who
were active in international cooperation for the protection of Japanese
cultural properties, such as SEKINO Masaru, CHIHARA Daigoro, and
NOGUCHI Hideo. These materials are available to the public for viewing
and scholarly use.



