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Cultural properties being the common asset of humankind,
international cooperation regarding their conservation and
restoration is more and more commonly sought beyond national
and ethnic boundaries. Since its establishment as the national
center for international cooperation related to the conservation
and restoration of cultural properties in countries all over
the world, the Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation has been consistently working at the forefront of
Japan’s international cooperation in the field of cultural heritage.
The Center’s activities have been evolving in content, from its
initial activities consisting of exchanges in research related to
conservation and restoration or capacity development in the
domain of the protection of cultural properties to cooperation
in actual on-site conservation and restoration projects abroad
or assistance in the safeqguarding of cultural properties at
times of disaster. Furthermore, network building between
related organizations in Japan and abroad has become another
important mission of the Center. The Center also coordinates
activities with the International Cooperation Section of the Nara
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, connecting
the two research institutes for cultural properties based in Tokyo
and Nara, for an effective implementation of the Institutes’
internationally-related activities.

M Survey and dissemination of international
information

The Center collects and analyzes information about international

cooperation and trends related to systems and policies for the protection

of cultural properties. Through coordination with experts and research

institutions in Japan and abroad, the Center also promotes the building

of a continuous network for international cooperation.

H Joint research with foreign countries

The Center promotes site studies based on scientific methods and
contributes to the training of young researchers through such studies.
Joint research projects have been continued in association with
government institutions of various foreign countries.

H International cooperation for the protection of
cultural properties

In recent years, as damage and destruction to cultural heritage caused
by conflicts and natural disasters occur frequently in different parts of
the world, there are more and more occasions on which the international
community is called for to unite and cooperate toward safeguarding
heritage and rehabilitating cultural tradition. In coordination with
experts from institutions both in Japan and abroad, the Center develops
activities in Asia and other regions of the world.

H Capacity development and transfer of technology
In order to support the building of a sustainable structure for the
protection of cultural properties, the Center considers that capacity
development of local experts and the transfer of technology are the
fundamental pillars of its activities alongside those of cooperation for
conservation and restoration in foreign countries.
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Survey and Dissemination of International Information

© REDLHREIE I Y HHEHE
Study on the framework and philosophy of the protection of
cultural properties

O SLEHRFERE AT IR T HIREMZE
Study on public systems in individual countries for the
protection of cultural properties
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Development of networks through the implementation of
projects
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Development and publication of information archives through
the implementation of projects
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International expert meetings on cultural heritage
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Capacity Development and Transfer of Technology
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The Project for the Conservation Centre in the Grand Egyptian
Museum [entrusted by JICA]
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Networking Core Centers for International Cooperation in

Cultural Heritage in Myanmar” [entrusted by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs]
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(ICCROM £A#)
“International Course on Conservation of Japanese Paper”
[jointly held with ICCROM]
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Capacity development in the field protection of cultural
heritage in Armenia

the Conservation of Cultural Heritage Project, “Protection of
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International Cooperation for the Protection of Cultural Properties
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Cooperation for the conservation of cultural heritage with the UNESCO/Japan Funds-in-Trust project “Safeguarding of the Bamiyan
Fine Arts Department, Ministry of Culture, Thailand Site”
©/H>ViRI7 - APSARAKIEL D77 > O—)b « B A ® 1 S U NLEERERNER
FRZICEET B0 Cooperative program for the safeguarding of cultural heritage in Iraq
Cooperation with the APSARA National Authority of Cambodia
on tEe conservation of Ta Nei temple in Angkor ’ SRR VT DY VT O— FEFBEDFHDIERE
UNESCO/Japan Funds-in-Trust project “Support for Silk Roads World
0= v X—EEER/NEEEEXR DRI Heritage Sites in Central Asia”
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Cooperation for the protection of lacquer ware as cultural i j(’ﬂ”'.%L”t @@Y{tﬁ&ﬁﬁ (ﬂﬁsz1tl§f§”ﬁ¢o)@%) o
) ; ) - Protection of cultural heritage in the island countries of Oceania [in
heritage with the Small-Scale Industries Department, Ministry ) ) ) }
; cooperation with the Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage]
of Co-operatives, Myanmar
S — g _ O N AL EMBRFEER B
0/—% /I@@fﬂﬁﬂ’]@;&%ﬁﬁ“gﬁaiéﬁ%ﬁ_ The Cooperative Program for the Conservation of Japanese Art
Cooperation for the preservation of traditional buildings in the )
) Objects Overseas
Kingdom of Bhutan
G J
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Cooperation for the conservation of cultural heritage in Southeast Asia
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Countries in Southeast Asia and its neighboring regions, including ASEAN countries,
which have had close cultural exchange with Japan, are rich in valuable cultural heritage.

J—5 VDIEHIRRGESEEY CR T B IRIEAE
Field survey of traditional rammed-earthen buildings in Bhutan

However, not a few of these countries still have problems with their systems for the preservation of cultural heritage and/or relevant
technology level. Through cooperation in conservation projects and implementation of research studies, the Institute contributes to the
improvement of systems for the protection of cultural heritage and to the transfer of technologies for conservation. It has been cooperating
with the Fine Arts Department of the Thai Ministry of Culture and the APSARA National Authority of Cambodia for many years. The Institute
is also supporting the preservation of traditional buildings in Bhutan. In Myanmar, in coordination with external fund projects, the Institute
is cooperating in the conservation of historical buildings and mural paintings as well as lacquer wares, by conducting research studies and

holding seminars.
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Cooperation for the conservation of cultural heritage in West Asia
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2001 FICHEESNe N\ =SV —VBEXIL(TP ITHZR5 )
The Western Giant Buddha destroyed in 2001 (Bamiyan,
Afghanistan)
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The countries of West Asia, cradle of civilization and the seat of cultural exchanges
between East and West by way of the Silk Road, have played an important role throughout
history. The aim of this project is to cooperate and assist countries of West Asia and
surrounding regions in matters related to the protection, conservation and restoration
of cultural heritage. The Center has been conducting activities for the protection and
research survey of cultural heritage as well as capacity development and transfer of

technology to local experts. Recently, efforts have been initiated toward safeguarding Syrian cultural heritage once the present conflict will

have terminated.

The range of activities of this project is not limited to West Asia. In its neighboring areas, such as Central Asia and the Caucasus, the Center

has implemented a variety of activities in cooperation with UNESCO and local institutions.
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The Cooperative Program for the Conservation of Japanese Art Objects Overseas
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Many Japanese cultural properties are housed in collections overseas, especially in the
West. However, the number of conservators and restorers outside Japan who are able to
work on those objects is small. Therefore, conservation treatments cannot be done by
proper methods at the right moment. The absence of proper conservation treatments
means that the objects cannot be exhibited and that damage may become extremely

severe. In this program, paper or silk cultural properties, such as hanging scrolls, and urushi
(Japanese lacquer) ware that have been housed in collections overseas are restored.
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Research of Japanese paintings at the Manggha Museum of
Japanese Art and Technology in Poland



JAPAN CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN CONSERVATION
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Survey and dissemination of international information related to the protection of cultural properties
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Collecting and analyzing information about trends in systems and policies related to
the protection of cultural properties on the international scene are essential in considering
the future of Japan’s own system for the protection of cultural properties as well as in the

actual implementation of international cooperation within the field of cultural properties.
Symposia and other meetings are held in cooperation with experts and institutions of

PY—IL - R—/\ TR S NI~ 38 Mt REEssSe different countries to promote active exchange of information and to broaden the network
38th session of the World Heritage Committee held in Doha,  Of international cooperation.
Qatar
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Cooperation projects in coordination with international
organizations
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In the implementation of international cooperation projects spanning a wide range of
subjects, the Center collaborates actively with external institutions of related fields. One
such example is the international training course for the conservation and restoration
of paper cultural properties (“International Course on Conservation of Japanese Paper”),
which is jointly held with the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and
Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM). As for projects related to the conservation and
restoration of archaeological sites, they are mainly conducted with external funds such
as the UNESCO/Japan Funds-in-Trust. Examples of such projects include cooperation
projects with UNESCO for Afghanistan as well as “The Project for the Conservation Centre
in the Grand Egyptian Museum” (GEM-CC) in cooperation with the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA). Many of these projects are conducted with emphasis laid

on the importance of training local experts and transferring technology related to
conservation and restoration. ERTHEMIOREF S EE2014)
International Course on Conservation of Japanese Paper 2014
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Secretariat of the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural Heritage
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The Institute has been entrusted with the task of managing the Secretariat of the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage, a base organization in which experts and institutions from diverse fields related to international cooperation on the protection of
cultural heritage participate. While promoting the building of networks and the sharing of information among its members, the Consortium also
disseminates and raises public awareness about international cooperation activities in matters related to cultural heritage.
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