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The accumulation of documents and image data related to cultural
properties is an essential part of the management, utilization and
conservation of cultural properties. Working from an art historical
basis, the Department of Art Research, Archives and Information
Systems has, as its fundamental mission, the organization and
archiving of these written and visual materials related to the study
of cultural properties as well as the dissemination of these materials
to the public. The Department further aims to establish “information
materials studies” and new relevant research methodologies as part
of this process. The results of research are published in various reports
and journals, such as The Bijutsu Kenkyu (The Journal of Art Studies)
and Yearbook of Japanese Art. Resulting data are also made available
through public lectures and displays in the Kuroda Memorial Hall.

The aim of the Department is to make the cultural properties
information archives created from the materials collected and
organized through its research available to the public via the Institute’s
Library and website.

In addition, the Department manages all the information systems of
the Institute and creates the website.

M Research Information Section organizes the website
and publishes the Annual Report in order to publicize
information concerning the activities of the Institute. It also
conducts study on and manages the network system in
order to facilitate research activities of the Institute including
dissemination of information.

B Archives Section organizes archives for the study of
cultural properties by collecting documents and image data,
and makes these materials available to the public. It is also in
charge of coordinating requests for cooperation in research
from local public organizations.

®The Library collects documents and visual materials related
to cultural properties. It also conducts digitization of materials
and construction of the database of research materials and
information. The Library is open to the public three times a
week.

B Art Research Materials Section conducts surveys
and studies aimed at the explication of the structure of value
formation that develops in diverse ways by examining the
potential and meaning of new forms of art research materials
with focus on the entirety of East Asian art, including Japanese
art, as its object.

B Modern/Contemporary Art Section focuses on visual
arts produced in Japan from the modern through contemporary
periods. Considering the diversification of expression and
media, international exchange and globalization of information,
this Section conducts both collection of materials and survey of
studies on these artworks.

M Trans-Disciplinary Research Section examines
problems among genres, times and areas. It also studies the
history of art from a broad perspective in cooperation with
researchers in related fields of natural, social and human
sciences.
®The Image Laboratory produces an image bank that provides

various information associated with cultural properties,
employing the latest digital and optical technologies.
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N ., _ = Ms. INABA Mai presenting a lecture at a research group meeting
CYﬂSEXT‘/’SI ”/E{%H?EELL%?%)E@EE}% Ms. INABA Mai (Kwangwoon University, South Korea) presented a lecture
Survey studies on the creation of digital imagery of cultural properties entitled "Korea’s ‘East Asian Painting” as a part of the Institute’s ongoing
research on the history of cultural exchange regarding modern and

¢ contemporary art for 2014 .
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Joint research on Heian period Buddhist paintings with the Tokyo National Museum
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EF - ARG RREIEYER) OHAZ
Examining the National Treasure, Mahamayurividyarajni (Jpn: Kujaku Myo-o), Tokyo
National Museum

[SEAiTEER] DT —IN—RA R

Japanese Buddhist painting reached the zenith of finely
detailed beauty during the 12th century (Heian period). Yet
the fine details of its extremely intricate painting techniques
are difficult to see with the naked eye. The Department
photographed the Heian period Buddhist paintings in the
collection of the Tokyo National Museum with the Institute’s
high-resolution digital equipment. The images produced for
this joint research project with the Tokyo National Museum
allow for a detailed view of the minute techniques used and
an understanding of how those techniques relate to the
expressiveness of the paintings.
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Detail of the nimbus of Mahamayurividyarajni, National Treasure, Heian period
(12th century), Tokyo National Museum

Layering colors from brighter to darker tones, the nimbus is expressed through numerous
shades of diverse pigments.

Public access to the Bijutsu Gaho (The Magazine of Art) Database
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Bijutsu Gaho (The Magazine of Art) (see p.4) began as an art
magazine entitled Nihon Bijutsu Gaho, founded by Gahosha
in June 1894. In addition to publishing images of new works
by artists of the day, the magazine also published reference
works consisting of art and decorative artworks from the Edo
and earlier periods. Thus the journal is a valuable resource on
what the Meiji period considered to be classics from earlier
periods. The name was changed to Bjjutsu Gaho in 1899 and
publication continued until the end of the Taisho period.
The Department is currently creating a searchable database
of the names of artists and titles of works illustrated in
both Nihon Bijutsu Gaho and Bijutsu Gaho. Contents of the
database will be updated on the Institute’s website.

[SEHTER] T — 5 N—R. BEEERBRAIHRDRRER
Result of a search for data on Statue of Buddhist Divine Bikatsura by Unkei in the Bijutsu Gaho
Database
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Working towards the opening of an exhibition on KURODA Seiki
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EHBERB(EED THRHERD)) 1896F RREIIBYVER
KURODA Seiki, Study for Talk on Ancient Romance (Compositional study II), 1896,
Tokyo National Museum

Ead(Z - R-IvId7YX(ARR) 18615F BIRBIEMER

Puvis de Chavannes, Rest, 1861, Shimane Art Museum, Matsue

The Institute’s predecessor, The Institute of Art Research, was
built in 1930 thanks to a bequest from KURODA Seiki (1866-1924),
a painter heralded as “the father of modern Japanese Western-
style painting.” Since then the Institute has continued to
emphasize research on KURODA's oeuvre and extant works, with
information on KURODA-related research disseminated through
the Institute’s website.

The year 2016 marks the 150th anniversary of KURODA's birth,
and a major retrospective will be held from March 23 to May 15,
2016 at the Tokyo National Museum. The Institute is one of the
exhibition organizers currently planning a display highlighting the
findings of previous research on the artist.

This 2016 KURODA Seiki exhibition will feature his own works
alongside those by the Barbizon School, Impressionists and other
French paintings borrowed from museums both in and out of
Japan. By positioning KURODA within the flow of French painting
of the latter half of the 19th century, when he was studying
painting in France, an examination will be made regarding what
KURODA absorbed from that milieu and how he brought that
information and insight back to Japan.
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Talk on Ancient Romance was KURODA's experiment at creating a
large-format composition of a group of figures, a compositional
form and subject matter then in the mainstream of the French
Salon exhibitions. The work was destroyed in World War I, but
this study allows an understanding of its overall composition and
palette. Individual charcoal sketches and oil studies remain for
each of the figures depicted.
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Puvis de Chavannes was one of the most celebrated painters
in French painting circles when KURODA was studying in
France. KURODA himself met Puvis and received personal
encouragement. He is said to have referred to Puvis's Musée de
Picardie murals for his Talk on Ancient Romance, produced after
his return to Japan. The study for Puvis's Rest will be displayed in
the 2016 KURODA Seiki exhibition.




