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Logo designed by HASUMI Tomoyuki

The logo symbolizes the National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo as a center
for research on cultural properties. This three-
dimensional mark, which combines the Chinese
character “A” (human) with “T” for Tokyo,
represents the role of the Institute to transmit
cultural properties to future generations.
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The mission of the National
Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo in society
is to conduct fundamental
research on the conservation
of cultural properties and to
contribute to their protection
by making the results of
research available not only in
but also outside Japan.

There are diverse matters
to be studied and research is
undertaken by four sections
of the Institute according to
the types of cultural properties and the content of the projects for
their conservation. The Department of Art Research, Archives and
Information Systems multilaterally develops fundamental studies on
cultural properties, such as paintings, sculptures and craftwork, while
at the same time collecting and disseminating various information
related to cultural properties. The Department of Intangible
Cultural Heritage conducts research on intangible folk-cultural
properties, such as folk performing arts, customs and manners as
well as folk techniques, which are manufacturing techniques of
given regions, in addition to conventional research on intangible
cultural properties, such as traditional music, drama, performing
arts and craft techniques. The Center for Conservation Science and
Restoration Techniques, as a core organization for conservation
science within the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage, strives
toward the construction of a conservation environment that will
contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage. It also continues
to conduct research related to the conservation of diverse types of
cultural properties, such as the conservation of the mural paintings
of Takamatsuzuka and Kitora Tumuli, in response to requests from
many quarters. The Japan Center for International Cooperation in
Conservation, as part of our nation’s international contribution in
the field of culture, conducts joint research and related projects
in capacity development for conservation experts and transfer of
conservation technology especially in Asian countries.

Four years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake
that brought about unprecedented damage. Immediately after this
earthquake, the Institute, in cooperation with other organizations,
actively conducted projects to salvage cultural properties, such
as works of fine and applied arts as well as tangible folk cultural
properties, that were damaged by tsunami and destruction of
buildings. It also conserved water-damaged paper materials
and conducted research on the treatment of cultural properties
affected by radiation. From fiscal year 2014 discussions have been
held with the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage and related
organizations on the construction of a network for salvaging cultural
properties. Salvaging activities that have been conducted until now
will be analyzed, information related to techniques and knowledge
concerning salvaging of disaster-affected cultural properties will be
summarized and ways to conserve cultural properties so that we
may be prepared for possible future disaster will be considered.

International support related to the protection of cultural heritage
through research activities is conducted with far smaller staff
and budget than in China and Korea where cultural diplomacy is
being developed in close ties with economic activities. In order to
respond to requests from various countries including those of Asia
and the Pacific, it is essential to establish and develop a system of
cooperation with related organizations and experts in Japan. In this
sense, the establishment of the Secretariat within the Institute for
the Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Conservation,
which has been entrusted to the Institute by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs, is of great significance, and much is expected of its activities.

We will endeavor to make this Institute a research organization
for comprehensive study associated with the protection of cultural
properties, managing it efficiently and effectively. We ask for your
understanding, support and cooperation.

KAMEI Nobuo
Director General
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo



