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Lobby Exhibition: Cultural Heritage and 3D Digital Documentation
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A theme-based exhibition is held in the entrance lobby of the institute to introduce our activities to a wide audience every year.
In FY 2024, the exhibition “Cultural Heritage and 3D Digital Documentation” was held.

3D Digital Documentation of cultural heritage using digital camera and LIDAR scanners has recently been spreading rapidly due to
technological innovation.

This technology not only reduces working time, but also makes it possible to document cultural heritage with very high precision.

The usefulness of 3D Documentation in heritage conservation can be exemplified as follows: A major fire engulfed the
Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris in 2019, during which its roof and spire were burned down. The French government rapidly restored
the cathedral, completing the restoration within five and a half years. The cathedral was reopened to the public in December 2024.
3D digital documentation enabled this rapid restoration. Before the fire, a digital 3D model of the cathedral was created, which
was informative for the restoration. Therefore, 3D digital documentation is a useful measure for disaster preparedness.

This exhibition introduced digital 3D models created by TOBUNKEN during our activities in Japan, Cambodia, Bhutan, Bahrain,
etc. The visitors enjoyed the 3D models using their own smart phones, enabled via a provided QR code.
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3D Model of the Western Great Buddha in Bamiyan
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Exhibition of digital 3D model of Bamiyan Buddha statue, the model was made using old photos.



