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TOBUNKEN Activities to Tackle Damage Due to Noto Earthquakes
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Survey on Disaster Preparedness and Response for Intangible Cultural Properties
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The Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage, in collaboration with 5>/4— ,\Dﬂgfg%q;ﬁ—g%gﬁi@ﬁ;
the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center and with the A scene from the session presenting the survey results
support of the Agency for Cultural Affairs, conducted a questionnaire
survey on disaster prevention and damage mitigation for intangible cultural properties (specifically, craft techniques). This survey was directed
at groups and their secretariats recognized by the national government as holders of Important Intangible Cultural Property, to gather
information on their past disaster experiences, how they responded, the challenges they faced, and their current countermeasures for future
disasters.

Based on the responses, we identified factors that jeopardize the succession of intangible cultural property techniques in the aftermath of
a disaster. Furthermore, while some groups were aware of the potential risks posed by disasters, they had not yet taken concrete steps to
address them. Because disaster risk management for intangible cultural properties aims to safeguard and pass down these techniques, it is
necessary to consider and discuss precisely “what exactly needs protecting.” In that regard, this survey reaffirmed the importance of
establishing opportunities for group holders, their secretariats, and related parties to consider the essence of these techniques and discuss
associated risks.
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Cooperative Research on Ways to Improve the Environment for Storage of Disaster-affected Materials
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As part of the rescue project for cultural properties damaged in the 2024 Noto
Peninsula Earthquake and the 2024 Oku-Noto Heavy Rains, the Center for Conservation
Science, in collaboration with the Cultural Property Disaster Prevention Center, : :
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conducted an environmental survey of the storage locations of the rescued damaged I

) . o . easuring temperature and humidity in a storage
materials. In March 2024, we began checking the conditions of the storage locations |ocation
and measuring the temperature and humidity. In addition, during the summer survey,
we confirmed that the materials were becoming hot due to radiant heat from the ceiling, and proposed the installation of
heat-shielding sheets as a countermeasure. We will continue to cooperate in storing the damaged cultural properties in a better
environment.
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