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Lobby Exhibition of Tools and Raw Materials for the Conservation of Cultural Properties Today
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A theme-based exhibition is held in the TOBUNKEN entrance lobby to introduce its research and projects to a wide audience
every year. In FY 2023, the exhibition was held with the theme of “Tools and Raw Materials for the Conservation of Cultural
Properties Today."

Cultural properties represent the entirety of people's activities throughout their long history and rich culture in concrete ways.
Not only techniques, but also raw materials and tools are mandatory to conserve these cultural properties. However, an increasing
number of materials and tools are becoming difficult to manufacture or obtain, due to changes in society and the natural
environment, as well as a dearth of successors. Among the tools and raw materials necessary for the conservation of fine arts and
crafts, TOBUNKEN, in cooperation with the Agency for Cultural Affairs, has been carrying out surveys concerning those items for
which supply is endangered. The surveys consist of four main approaches: discussing related issues with various parties to ascertain
the current situation; conducting scientific research on the physical properties of the traditional materials and tools; recording the
techniques used to make those tools and materials; and archiving the past conservation reports of cultural properties as well as the
research reports on these current endeavors.

With photographic panels and documentary videos, this lobby exhibition focused, from among the many types of cultural
property conservation being carried out, on the raw materials of hand-made paper and tools used for the carving of wooden
sculpture. We also described these contents in a leaflet provided to related parties and visitors of the exhibition. The leaflet
attracted more attention than ever, and went into a third printing. Approximately 7,000 copies have since been provided. The
contents of the exhibition are available via the TOBUNKEN webpage, and the leaflet can still be downloaded even though the actual
exhibition has concluded.
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