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Lobby Panel Exhibition on the Lacquered Door Panels of Wat Rajpradit
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A year-long exhibition is held in the TOBUNKEN entrance lobby. Each department or center takes turns to arrange this exhibition
in yearly shifts to introduce the results of its research and projects. In FY 2022, the Department of Art Research, Archives and
Information Systems introduced its research results on the lacquered door panels of Wat Rajpradit (a first-grade royal Buddhist
temple in Bangkok, Thailand), which were exported from Japan over 150 years ago. The door panels are decorated with a
mother-of-pearl inlay along with underpainting and colored lacquer maki-e. However, the decoration was deteriorated and needed
restoration. Therefore, researchers and research institutions from both inside and outside TOBUNKEN carried out various studies to
establish a restoration plan. In addition, to learn the provenance and characterization of the panels in the history of Japanese

lacquer work, studies were conducted from perspectives such as art history, musicology, and history of Japanese trade.
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