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International Cooperation during and after COVID-19
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Completion of the Restoration Work on the East Gate of Ta Nei temple, Angkor Cambodia
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For more than 20 years, TOBUNKEN and the Cambodian
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East Gate from the front, after restoration

government'’s Authority for the Protection and Management of
Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap (APSARA) have been D
cooperating on a project for Ta Nei Temple at the World Heritage
site of Angkor. E

Restoration work of its East Gate, the main gate of the
temple, started in 2019 and was completed successfully in L ] &
November 2022. This project aimed to improve the readability
of the original front side of the temple, as well as to ensure the —
protection of the heritage and secure the safety of visitors, Rk i Zoi
based on the Conservation and Sustainable Development Plan ¢ Self Comsaton e,

of Ta Nei Temple, jointly formulated by TOBUNKEN and APSARA.

The staff members of both parties collaborated on the
investigation and documentation of the building structure
before and during the restoration. However, our joint work at
the restoration site was disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic
for almost two years during the project. Therefore, we
continued to work together remotely by sharing the on-site
status information and discussing the actual restoration
methods using online meetings and ICT tools. We will further
continue our activities in various aspects by flexibly exploring
appropriate forms of international cooperation to contribute to
the cultural heritage protection.
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The Conservation and Sustainable Development Plan of Ta Nei Temple divides the
site into four zones with a different conservation policy per zone based on its basic
policy: maintaining the ruined atmosphere co-existing with trees, protecting the
site and ensuring tourist safety, and improving the readability of the heritage site.
A) Core zone, B) Entrance/Interpretation zone, C) Setting conservation zone, D)
Environment conservation zone
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Before the restoration, the East Gate was at risk of
further collapse. Based on the status investigation and
damage factor analysis, it was decided to dismantle,
repair, and reassemble the whole superstructure apart
from some base sections.
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Sculptures on the east pediment considered to depict
the Buddhist narrative “Avalokitesvara (Lord of
Compassion) giving amrta (nectar of immortality) to
pretas (hungry ghosts).” The collapsed pediments of
the other three sides were also restored and the whole
sculpture can be appreciated safely now.
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Durin? the restoration project, we positively applied
digital technologies such as 3D laser scanning and 3D
photogrammetry for documentation,
sharing, and dissemination.
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International Course on Conservation of Japanese Paper — These Three Decades and the Future

EEAHE [ HRDRF AEE | FBHTERES Ch XL RIFEER FRER 25— (ICCROM) EOHETF A4 (1992) F
([CIFUEDFEUIZ,

—HRICHRSS/FA A—V7ZR DI T IO BARICHWN TS RO EEAPIEICS A SN LD 1 O0F ZRICBR e F A%
R CHEDOCVET . CORKDIREZDERAICE T ORBEABOERZBNDEFIREHLBEITHENCOMEDERNT
ER

CDIRIFERCTIFOfATHE TI D HAE [ RADBD | ZH DD BDH RETIF A | ZH DT WD KD
([CHHEERIDERO P UED O CECVDLIICRERUT T EEMHEL TOMBDENOEATLS  MEVIEHE P RADE TR
RENE T, D). D TIEVVERH DN ES SNTVET,

CDRIGEALICEHMINT Dcth. FRECEICEHRE Y T —NeED . SOICEBICIFFHI = —oREL CER LI TD
BHDREDHHOC. BOFEVSRVEAE. AEFFFFZIBLCVE T BEDINEEDER 1 02DECHH(IT70RZIBAR
THEOARIFRAZREF T A

AYUF2 S LDE. ICTEIMDERICR DB EDEFLEZTV BARIRE DA HEZ SR BMEL CWVEXT,

The International Course on Conservation of Japanese Paper started in 1992 cohosted by TOBUNKEN and the International
Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), an intergovernmental organization.

Though paper is generally considered fragile, cultural properties made of paper and those supported by washi (Japanese
traditional paper) survive for well over 100 years in Japan. This course aims to share Japan’s accumulated experiences and
knowledge about Japanese paper and its usage with experts outside of Japan.

This course started with the purpose mentioned above. As time passes, we can feel that the participants’ motivation has changed
from knowing “unknown things” at the beginning, to experiencing “genuine articles” now. While washi has become popular as a
restoration material, we often see inappropriate paper usage. Therefore, basic authentic knowledge is required more than ever.

To respond to such trends, we have been collecting detailed feedback through questionnaires every course and holding
evaluation seminars periodically. With these efforts, this course has remained very popular for three decades. Every year, we receive
more than 70 applications for the 10 seats. This course has maintained its popularity.

We continue this Japanese original course with further improvements to the curriculum and teaching methods utilizing ICT
technologies.
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Large paper lining practice at the first International Course on Conservation of Demonstration of large paper lining at the Evaluation Seminar 2022 (online)
Japanese Paper in 1992



