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Tokyo Shishimai Collection 2020

There are several thousand lion dances in Japan. Despite its name, a lion dance does not always
feature a lion. They can also feature other animals, such as tigers, deer, cats, as well as the fabled
kirin. The people of Japan have performed these dances to pray for good harvest, to ward off calamity,
and as memorial services for the dead, offering various prayers through the power of these animals.
As Japan has developed in coexistence with nature, this folk performing art has flourished in its
various regions. The 2020 Tokyo Lion Dance Collection provides a chance to encounter and witness
various lion dances from the Tohoku region — right in Tokyo. Let the charm of the lion dance be
transmitted from Tokyo to the whole country, and all over the world !
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Lion dances revived after the Great East Japan Earthquake
In the revival activities after the Great East Japan Earthquake, folk performing arts such as the
lion dance, deer dance, and tiger dance played an important role. This traditional art not only
offers strength to the hearts and the minds of the local residents, but also plays a major role in
encouraging revival. This time we invite three lion dances from the disaster area.
mMay 11th (Saturday) 14:00-16:00 @®Fukuda @Onagawa @ Tsukizawa
12th (Sunday) 10:30-12:40.713:00-15:00 @®Tsukizawa @Onagawa ®Fukuda
% Three lion dances are performed on each occasion. After the show, you will have the

opportunity to see and experience the lion props and instruments up close.
m Venue: Front Garden of Tokyo National Museum
* In case of rain, the location of the event will be changed to the entrance of the main building.
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In the area along the Pacific coast of northeastern Japan, there
are many "tiger dances", which are different from "lion dances."
In the south, a black or red "lion" is used to perform the role of
the tiger, while in the north, a tiger mask is used. In Tsukizawa
area, both these two forms of tiger dances can be seen. Around
New Year, a black lion is used to perform the "Tiger Dance", going
around visiting the local houses, offering prayers. In the spring
festival, a "tiger" wearing a tiger mask performs climbing a ladder,
called a "ladder tiger dance" (Hashigo Toramai).
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In Onagawa Town, Miyagi Prefecture, a lion dance called "Shishifuri"
has been passed down in every village. Although many lion dance
props and materials were washed away in the Great East Japan
Earthquake, residents had strong hopes for the resurrection of the
lion dance. In the Takenoura area of the Onagawa Town, the local
residents made a lion-head by cushions and slippers found in the
hotel where they were taking refuge, which gave comfort and
encouragement to a large number of people. By the help of various
support, the local "lion dance" could be revived after a few years. The

lion dances of Takenoura and Washinokami area will participate in the
performance.
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This lion dance is performed as a part of "Kagura" (sacred music and dancing performed at
shrines). The performers are local children of the Fukuda area. These children are chosen on a
seven year basis, and after seven years of performance, they go on to become instructors for
the next generation. This method of succession is extremely rare in Japan. In the lion dance,
there is also a trickster called "Damashi”. The small battle between the trickster and the lion is
an interesting point of this lion dance.



