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International Symposium:In Search of the Multiple Origins of Namban Lacquer
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Namban lacquer, produced in Kyoto for some decades after the late 16th century by order of the Portuguese and others
who arrived in Japan via Africa or Asia and exported to the West, can be summarized as western-shaped objects mostly
ornamented by traditional Japanese urushi techniques. However, recent research has revealed that various Asian elements,
such as materials, techniques and patterns, are intricately incorporated into them.

This symposium focuses on presentations and discussions about the multiple origins of Namban lacquer by speakers in
various fields, from humanities to natural sciences.
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Prologue: In search of the multiple origins of Namban lacquer-recognition of problems and setting
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Japanese artifacts mentioned in documents by 16th-17th century Europeans in Japan-techniques and prices (tentative)

13:30—14:10 =5 1ET (Masako Miyazato) [ f FRERHADIE L ~ AR BRIz AZ LB =IOV T~
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Provenance of urushi for Namban lacquer based on Sr ratio isotope analysis (tentative)
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11:15—12:05 Christine Guth (#Y2742-7—5) Rayskin in Japanese lacquer of the late 16th and early 17th centuries
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Lacquered Luso-Asian furniture of Indian or Chinese origins closely related with Namban lacquer
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Shape and material of gold lines decorating Namban lacquer (tentative)
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Use the form on the Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (Tobunken) web
page (http://www.tobunken.go.jp/index_e.html) or send e-mail to kjkenkyukai@ tobunken.go.jp
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