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. Résumé

Akira MOGI and Saburd TATSUTA : Preservative Treatment on the Coloring of the
Statues of Five Rajas, Rinnd-ji, Nikkd

The Go Dai Myoo (Five Great Rajas) under discussion are five polychrome
wooden statues in the Rinndo-ji Temple at Nikko. They are Acalanatha (center),
Trailokyavijaya (east), Kundali (south), Yamantaka (west) and Vajrayaksa (north).
They are judged to date from the 16th or 17 th century. The statues are made in
the yosegi method in which parts are carved separately and subsequently joined.

The coloring on the statues had badly scaled off or floated from the wood sur-
face. Iron clamps and nails used on the statues, predestals and bases had rusted,
.expandedxor disappeared, causing damage of wood parts and coloring. The adhesive
mixture of raw lacque and stach, used at the joints of sdpately carved parts, had
also deteriorated and come off at many spots. For treatment on the coloring we
used 6% P.V.A.solution, 20% acrylic emulsion and vinyl. acetate resin in accor-
dance with the states of exfoliation, the kinds of the pigments and the quality of
the matesials. For the loose joints of parts we used epoxy resin, vinyl acetate
and, in part, a mixture of raw lacquer and atarch. We replaced iron pieces with
copper ones as far as possible. Methyl bromide was used for vermicide. We did
not retouch the exfoliated coloring nor supplement the missing wooden parts, but

treatedatues to conserv their present state.



