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Examination of the Provenance of the Stones of Myosenji Five-
Story Pagoda Based on Three-Dimensional Measurement

KUCHITSU Nobuaki and SUZUKI Kotona

The stones used as a garden stone in the front garden of Seisonkaku, as a retaining stone of
the Karasakimatsu in the Kenrokuen Garden, and as a hand-washing stone in the main garden
of the Ohi Art Museum in Kanazawa City are said to have been brought from the Noto
Peninsula. These stones were measured and compared with the stones used for the existing
five-story pagoda at Myosenji Temple, designated as an Important Cultural Property, in the
Anamizu Town on the Noto Peninsula. An old map of Myosenji Temple shows that there
used to be two five-story pagodas, one on the east and the other on the west, though there is
actually only one standing pagoda in the eastern part of the temple. As a result, the
Seisonkaku stone was quite similar in shape to the lower stone of the second layer of the
Myosenji pagoda, and the Kenrokuen stone was similar to the third layer. Itis very likely that
these stones were used for the lost west pagoda of Myosenji Temple depicted in the old map
and brought to Kanazawa City after the collapse of the pagoda. The Ohi Art Museum stone
shows a different size from the fourth layer of the Myosenji pagoda despite showing similar
construction. It is possible that the Ohi Art Museum stone had consisted of not the fourth
layer but the fifth layer of the Myosenji western pagoda. Because the fifth layer of the
existing Myosenji east pagoda was replaced by a new stone during restoration, it is also
possible that the Ohi Art Museum stone had been used not for the lost west pagoda but for the
east pagoda.



