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Seamless Linkages between the Elements of the Five Stages of Control in
the IPM Programs for Cultural Properties: Insight from the Museum of
the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan

KATO Hiroki™, YAZAWA Naho™ and TATEISHI Toru™*

Since 2016, the Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan has been
implementing pest control measures that do not rely on chemical use as much as possible,
based on the procedures outlined in the five stages of control of Integrated Pest Management
(IPM). When we first started implementing the measures, even though we applied the
elements listed in the five stages of control, such as cleaning and monitoring, these elements
were not linked and worked individually, so the effectiveness of the measures was low.
However, we found the ways in which the five stages’ elements can be closely linked and
become more effective. This report shows what is important in the five stages of control,
which is the key to improving the effectiveness of these measures, based on insight gained
from hands-on experience in the field.

First, we summarized the pest control activities currently being implemented at our
museum. We introduced the procedures we carry out as follows: monitoring and detecting
signs of pests, inspecting damage caused by pests from the results, investigating the causes of
the damage, and devising, executing, and verifying the countermeasures based on the findings.
After that, we reported three examples of pest control measures that we had implemented.
Following this, we demonstrated that all of these cases followed the five stages of control, with
each element closely related to the others within that process.

To increase the effectiveness of countermeasures, it is important that each of the elements
in the five stages of control is linked together. We concluded that the crucial connecting
factor is the investigation into the causes of damage caused by pest.

*The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan
**The Museum of the Imperial Collections, Sannomaru Shozokan / Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management Center,
Japan



