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In-situ Conservation of Natural History Materials as
Cultural Property

KUCHITSU Nobuaki

In Japan, natural history materials are categorized in cultural properties and can be
designated as natural monuments by the central, prefectural, and municipal governments.
The concept of in-situ conservation can also be defined for natural history materials, but
whether they are preserved iz situ or removed and stored in a building, they are all designated
under the same category of “natural monuments.” There is no distinction between movable
and immovable cultural properties in the designated natural monuments. In contrast,
archaeological materials are often treated as part of a historic site if preserved on site, whereas
as tangible cultural property if removed and preserved in a building. For this reason, in some
cases, the concept of iz-situ conservation of natural history materials seems to be regarded as
less important than in the case of archaeological materials. Conversely, archaeological objects
tend to be designated as tangible cultural property not on site iz situ but only after they are
removed and conserved in a building. It is hoped that this kind of comparative study will help
to clarify the value of both natural history and humanistic materials, and that their respective
values will be effectively and appropriately conserved with regard to the concept of in-situ

conservation.



