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Control of Green Organisms Grown on a Fossil
at Ammonite House, Amakusa City

KUCHITSU Nobuaki, MORII Masayuki™,
YAGINUMA Yukako™ ™ and HIROSE Koji ™ ™ *

The present study deals with an ammonite fossil conserved and utilized iz situ in
Cretaceous sedimentary rocks in Ammonite House, Amakusa City, Kumamoto Prefecture.
After the public opening of Ammonite House which has translucent ceilings and walls, the
fossil surface became covered with green organisms such as algae. Though the interruption
of sunlight was tried by putting a lid on the observation window, the effect could not be
evaluated sufficiently because of accidental surplus lighting during a repair of the House.
After that, existing halogen lamps for visitors were replaced with daylight color LED lamps,
and the illumination at the fossil surface was accordingly reduced. As a result, the annual
estimate illumination at the fossil surface became low enough into the order of 10~ % Ixh/y. Tt

was finally confirmed that the green organisms were reduced significantly on the fossil surface
to be inspected as clearly as before.

*Current affiliation: Agency for Cultural Affairs
**Current affiliation: Adachi Ward
***Goshoura Cretaceous Museum



