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Investigation Based on 3D Measurement on the
Restoration History of the Buddha’s Name Stela of
Priest Ippen at Banze, Shingu City

KUCHITSU Nobuaki, YAGINUMA Yukako, USHIRO Seisuke *
and NISHIYAMA Ken'ichi * *

Three-D measurement was carried out on a damaged stela left near the Buddha's Name
Stela of Priest Ippen, designated as a historic site of Wakayama Prefecture, and an igneous
block hollowed artificially which is located ca. 600 m east from the stela, based on the
technique of multi-view stereo. Miniature models of both the damaged stela and the block
were printed out by a 3D printer as a size of one sixth in order to inspect their joining state.
As a result, it was confirmed that the damaged stela just meets the block perfectly and cannot
be easily removed after once putin. This result leads to the conclusion that the damaged stela
is equivalent to the “cursive script stela of Priest Ippen” which was restored in A.D. 1760, and
the block was hollowed for that restoration. Thus, the damaged stela and the block have
historic value equal to the “semi-cursive script stela of Priest Ippen,” which has already been
designated as a historic site of Wakayama Prefecture, and are required to be conserved
appropriately.

*Wakayama University
** Tokushima University



