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Descriptions on Cultural Property Preservation
in Prefectural Disaster Management Plans:
A Review and Future Recommendations

Shiho NAKASHIMA *, Takushi HAMADA * and Yohsei KOHDZUMA *

From a perspective of cultural property preservation, it is crucial that local disaster
management plans contain descriptions of concrete measures to prevent, mitigate, and further
respond quickly to damages and loss of local cultural properties caused by natural disasters.

Based on Daikibo Jishin Bosai-Gensai Taisaku Tatko (Policy Framework for Large-scale
Earthquake Disaster Prevention and Reduction) issued by the Central Disaster Management
Council in 2014, the present paper conducts a text analysis of prefectural disaster management
plans.

The following is a summary of the recommendations: (1) to increase the accuracy of
location data of cultural properties; (2) to improve information sharing across relevant
departments of a local government; (3) to develop an evacuation plan for cultural properties;
(4) to secure space for cultural property storage; (5) to develop manuals about cultural
property preservation for local governments, owners, etc.; (6) to build a network around the
cultural property protection department of a local government; (7) to accommodate the
management of all the relevant local cultural properties (both designated and undesignated);
and, (8) to enhance regional cooperation among neighboring governments, as well as to diffuse
disaster prevention knowledge and to conduct training on cultural property related issues for
the general public.

*Independent Administrative Institution, National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara
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