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Investigation of the Coloring Materials
and the Techniques for Painting Buddha Images on
the East Wall of Cave 285, Mogao Grottoes, Dunhuang

Ken OKADA, Makiko WATANABE, Hiromi TAKABAYASHI*,
Bomin SU** and Qiang CUI**

The present study focuses on the coloring of three Buddha images in the three
paintings on the east wall of cave 285, Mogao Grottoes, Dunhuang, China, that depict
Buddha preaching, comparing their materials and techniques. The east wall faces the west
wall, which is most important as the main wall of cave 285; therefore the east wall also has
an important position in the cave. Although the three Buddha images are all wearing the
red kasaya (Z%3) robe, differences can be seen between the two images on either side of the
cave gate and the one on the upper side of the cave gate in the selection of coloring
materials and techniques. In that sense, some clues have been found to consider the
possibility of dexterous distinction employed in the use of materials and techniques
depending on subjects and the possibility of production by different groups of painters.

*Kyoto City University of Arts **Dunhuang Academy



