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Notes for Recognizing the Deterioration
of Stone Cultural Property Made of Tuff
—Through the Observation of a Privately Owned Stone Shrine in Kyoto—

Nobuaki KUCHITSU, Hiroomi TSUMURA and Masayuki MORII

An investigation was carried out on a stone shrine made of tuff where weathering and
erosion are advancing severely. Three-dimensional measurement and survey of old photo-
graphs suggest that the shrine has eroded rapidly during these 5 years. Moreover, sur-
rounding bamboo fence was cut during the same time and consequently the upper part of
the shrine has become higher than the top of the fence. When considering the conservation
of stone monuments, it is often argued that humidity is the enemy of conservation and that
the surrounding condition must therefore be kept as dry as possible. However, at least the
cutting of the bamboo fence cannot be regarded to be effective in reducing the erosion of
this shrine. It is hoped that conservation measures be not practiced based on general
common sense that “water is an enemy of stone monuments” but only after sufficient
understanding of the condition of the target monuments.



