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Colouring Technique on the Mural of the North Wall
in Mogao Cave 285

Kyoko SATO *, Hiromi TAKABAYASHI, Motomitsu MOMII **, Ken OKADA,
FAN Yuquan ** and ZHANG Wenyuan **

Distinctive red colouring used for the vesture of Amitabha Tathagata and Bodhisattva
painted on the north wall of Moago Cave 285 was investigated and is reported as follows.

The vesture of Amitabha Tathagata and Bodhisattva in all seven sections were painted with
red colorants. For the vesture in section 1-6 of the east wall, oxide red, red lead and organic red
colorants were used.

All the vesture was painted with ferric oxide red colorants in the first paint layer above the
ground layer. For the Bodhisattva seen standing to the left of the Amitabha Tathagata, a red lead
was painted over the first layer of ferric oxide red. Red lead was used for all the vesture in section
7 at the first paint layer above the ground layer. The central Amitabha Tathagata in section 7 was
additionally painted over with vermilion.

* Tokyo Gakugei University ** Tokyo Art Club ** Dunhuang Academy



