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An Overview of International Cooperation
on Cultural Heritage Implemented by Japan

- Results from Project Database Compiled from Grant Information -

Hisano TOYOSHIMA, Shin’ichi SHIMIZU, Shigeo AOKI and Akiko TASHIRO

Information concerning projects for international cooperation on cultural heritage was

collected from foundations and administrative organizations to understand and evaluate the

trends of international cooperation on cultural heritage carried out by Japan. Results showed

that:

Most of the international cooperation projects have been implemented in Asia, followed
by Middle East.

The number of newly formed international cooperation projects once increased in 1997
but remains the same to this date, while the number of fundamental research projects
have been increasing gradually since 1990.

More than 60% of the number of projects for restoration/conservation or human
resource development are granted by private-sector foundations and Japan Foundation,
while funds for equipments and facilities are mostly granted by the Government of
Japan.

Less than half of the international cooperation projects provide human resource
development alongside restoration/conservation or equipments/ facilities grants.
Compared by the number of cases, private-sector foundations are the prime grantor

and it is recently growing rapidly.

In this report, it is pointed out that the results of regional and chronological trends show

close relationship with Japanese Government’s cultural diplomacy. It is also pointed out that the

current funding scheme is hardly suitable for comprehensive international cooperation which is

required from the recent principles of international cooperation such as sustainable

development and local involvement. The reason for this is that most of the dominant funds have

restrictions in terms of project term, usage or maximum amount of grants.



