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Study of the Urushi Paints Used
in the Momoyama Cultural Period

Nobuhiko KITANO, Kazushige KOHIYAMA™, Masahiko RYOKO™,
Yohsei KOHD ZUMA™* and Tetsuo MIYAKOSHI***

In recent years, many four-lobed jars were excavated at the center of Kyoto city (O-ike
site). These jars were imported from Thailand or Cambodia from the end of the 16" century to
the first half of the 17" century. Some jars were stocked with black wrushi sap paints.

Results of elemental analysis by GC/MS specific heat showed that these black urushi paints
were composed of Melanorrhoea wusitata (grown in Thailand, Cambodia, and Myanmar), not
Rhus vernicifera (grown in Japan or China) or Rhus succedanla (grown in Vietnam).

According to old documents, a large amount of urushi paints was used on objects and
wooden buildings during the Momoyama cultural period. But in those days the production of raw
urushi paints made in Japan was not necessarily sufficient. So many raw wrushi paints were
imported from Southeast Asia.

Thus, black wrushi paints stocked in these excavated jars were actual materials imported

from Southeast Asia during the Momoyama cultural period and used in Kyoto.

*Kyoto City Archaeological Research Institute **National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara

***Meiji University



