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Annual Report on the Inspection
of Museum Environment in 2005

Naoto YOSHIDA, Chie SANO and Takeshi ISHIZAKI

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, in collaboration with the Agency
for Cultural Affairs (Bunkacho) advises museums on how they should design their facilities to provide
adequate environment for the exhibition of nationally designated cultural objects. This report shows the
results of inspection in 2005.

The number of advice given was 738 in 2005. Results of inspection were reported to 21 museums
for their exhibitions.

In recent years, the interval between the completion of new museum buildings and its opening,
then the loan of cultural objects for exhibition is becoming shorter. In such cases, it is possible that
chemicals like NH, and organic acids, which react with cultural properties, are released from building
materials. Therefore, periodic monitoring of air quality using test papers is necessary. It is also essential
to confirm safe air quality for exhibition.

Temperature and humidity control is important for conservation. Recently, inexpensive digital
temperature/humidity meters are available. We ask curators to know that the reliability of these meters

is dependent on periodic examination and correction.



