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An Example of Infestation of Wooden Materials
by a Book Borer Anobiid (Gastrallus sp.)
in a Historic House, Hyuga-bettei, Designed by Bruno Tauto

Rika KIGAWA, Yukio KOMINE', Katsuji YAMANO" and Takeshi ISHIZAKI

A possibility of insect damage became obvious in a historic house, Hyuga-bettei, in Atami city,
Shizuoka prefecture. The structure had been designated as an important cultural property. It has a
beautiful underground structure designed by a German architect, Bruno Tauto, and it is built on a steep
cliff facing the Pacific Ocean. In a hall in the underground structure, paulownia and bamboo are used
for the delicate decorations on the walls. But from the early summer of 2006, the staff noticed many
small holes on such wooden parts and powder coming out from these holes.

In August 2006, we did an inspection of the damage. Several dead adult insects of a book borer
anobiid Gastrallus sp. were found with the powder from the insect holes. The damage seemed active
as such powder was continuously coming out. We conducted surveys of the whole structure and found
an old wooden phonograph surrounded by dead insects in a storage adjacent to the hall. The wooden
phonograph was significantly infested by Gastrallus sp. It had also rotten in humid condition. As it was
placed just on the backside wall of the heavily infested wall in the hall, it might have been a cause of
infestation of the wooden parts of the hall and other chambers. Removal of the wooden phonograph and
extensive cleaning and ventilation in the storage was advised. Also fumigation or residual insecticide
treatments to the infested parts was necessary.

The book borer anobiid Gastrallus sp. is a very common insect pest of books in Japan, but few
examples are known in which they have infested wooden objects. So we report this example as a rare

case of such infestation.

“Japan Institute of Insect Damage to Cultural Properties





