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Training for a Conservator-Restorer in Western Countries

O Qualification of* Restorer of Cultural Properties” in ItalyO

Hidemi OTAKE and Yoko FUTAGAMI

Traditionally[ the restoration technique for cultural properties was taught and
transmitted from a master to his pupils in apprenticeship[] But today restoration has entered
the field of scientific and humanistic research] and various abilities are required for a
conservator-restorerJ With the development of conservation/restorationl many schools and
courses have been established all over the worldO

However[ for a long period there has been no regulation on the qualification and
training for a conservator-restorerd So the quality of a diploma in restoration is quite
different from case to casell Yet if one graduates from a restoration program(] he/she is
equally called a conservator-restorer(]

In order to assure the high expertise of the conservator-restorer who works on
cultural propertiesl] and at the same time to raise his/her social status(] which was
previously just that of an artisan(] it become necessary to provide unity to the education
system and introduce qualifications of a conservator-restorer(]

In the past decadesl in addition to the definition of a conservator-restorer(
standards of practice and code of ethics[] as well as professional guidelines on requirements
for education in conservation/restoration] have been drawn up by some international
organizations on conservation The Conservator-Restorer] A Definition of the Profession”
of ICOM-CCO 198400 and“ The Professional Guidelines” of E.C.C.0.0 19930 941 20020 are
important documents which show the definition of the conservator-restorer and his/her
taskO recalling the difference from that of artistsO and explain the ideal education of
conservation/restorationd in which theories of science art and humanistic studies should be
well balanced with the practice of restoration accompanied by internshipd Both documents
insist that the diploma of a conservator-restorer from school should be recognized as that of
university levelO

In Italyd a new law which prescribes the prerequisites for the qualification of a
restorer was established in 2000 and revised in 20010 According to education and
experiencel] restorers are classified into two categories: restorer of cultural properties” and

restorer collaborator This law is effective in distinguishing highly trained restorers

among restorers with various educational background for the restoration of the cultural
properties[] But in the transitional phase of the legal systemd some more improvement is
needed for the qualification and training of a restorer(]

“





