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Case Study: Struggling against Mold Attack in a Library

Chie SANO, Mineko SHITAHAKU#*, Kazuhiro SATO*, Maho ASAT*,
Hitoe HAYAKAWA#*, Katsutoshi NOUMI*, Rika KIGAWA and Sadatoshi MIURA

This is a report on the activity of a library which was attacked by molds and which treated the
problem without using chemical fumigation. There was no air conditioning system in the library
building and the relative humidity was regulated by some dehumidifiers. There was also a problem in
the concrete body, and a large volume of books was attacked by molds when someone made a mistake
of turning off the dehumidifier for a whole year.

As librarians, we thought that the books are public resources and that we should not use
gefmicides. So we selected to remove molds simply by using a vacuum cleaner and also tried to control
storage space by using some small apparatuses like fans and air cleaners, to lessen the humidity and the
molds spores. By cleaning the floors and shelves with alcohol as well as moving many books to higher
places, mold growth was suppressed at last. We also collected bioaerosols with a pump and cultured
them for five days in order to evaluate different ways of removing molds so that we might examine the
possibility of secondary contamination.

We found that suppressing the growth of molds without chemical fumigation is not easy
work. We truly realized that it is very important to preserve large volume collections under proper
conditions.

* Sanko Library





