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Résumé

Toshikatsu NAKASATO, Rikuo ISHIKAWA and Saburo TATSUTA : Technical
Data of Lacquer Work in the Heian Period II.

(1) Vase decorated with maki-¢ with design of paulownia and bamboos. Height 38.8
cm., diameter of body 25.5cm. Registered as Important Cultural Property., Owned by
Tamukeyama Jinja, Nara.

This vase is judged to have been made in about 1106 A.D. On the front and
back sides of the surface are shown a paulownia and bamboos in maki-e with tin
dust. A phoenix is painted on the parlownia tree in litharge color. Our recent X-
ray study of the vase has succeeded to clarifr its constrction. The vase consists of
three parts, namely the neck and shouiders, the body and the base part. which were
made separately and subsequently joined together after the inside had been lacquered.
The parts have projecting borders which fit to one another to make the complete

shape.

(2) Sutra box decorated with maki-e with design of a dragon entwining a sword.
31x18.8 cm., height of receptacle 3.5cm. Registered as National Treasure. Owned

by Okunoin of Taima-dera, Nara.
This sutra (Buddhist scripture) box is now in an incomplete shape consisting of

the receptacle and a cover of which the top plate alone has survived. Judging from

* iR M R A (1164) o8kaiH 5,
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the design of a lotus pond painted on the sides of the receptacle, it appears to have
originally consisted of three tiers of receptacles. The cover is decorated with a
design of a sword entwined by a dragon, executed in gold and silver togidashi maki-e,
a technique in which the design was painted in gold and silver maki-e, then covered
all over with a coat of lacquer and finally polished to bring the design to the surface.
The receptacle has a design of a lotus pond in gold togidashi maki-e. X-ray radio-
graphy has proved that both the cover and the bottom plate of the receptacle consist
respectively of a fingle straigh-grained board. Cloth-covering (to paste a strip or
sheet of hemp cloth to the surface of the wood core prior to lacquering) is applied
mainly on the joints. The uprights of the receptacle, especially, are covered all over
with cloth from their tops to their joints with the bottom plate, in such a manner

as to wrap them on both the exterior and interior furfaces.

(3) Kara-bitsu (chest on legs) decorated with maki-e and mother-of-pear! inlay with
design of marsh and plovers. 40x30.6 cm., entire height 30 cm. Registered as Natio-
nal Treasure. Owned by Kongdbu-ji, Wakayama.

This chest consists of a shallow cover with a slightly domed top, and a receptacle
which is more than four times deeper than the former. The cover is attached to the
receptacle by means of a removable metal fitting. A shallow kakego (inner tray)
decorated with openwork metal fittings of hdsdge flower designs is set inside the
receptacle. Two legs are attached respectively to the front and back sides of the
receptacle,

X-ray radiography has revealed that cloth-covering is applied to joints alone on
exterior and interior sides. Dark shades of irregular shapes noticed around the
mother-of-pearl inlays proved to be hollows engraved prior to inlaying the mother-
of-pearl cutouts. The fact has cast light on one of the methods of inlay work. The
maki-e¢ is executed in fogidashi maki-e of gold and ao-kin (“ bluish gold,” made by
mixing a small amount of silver in the gold). The clever combination of gold dust
of delicately differing hues, and the skilful scattering of dust in graduated densities
as seen, for example, on the shores of the marsh, evidence the distinguished ability

of the artist.
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