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Résumé

Department of Concervation Science : Conservative Treatment of Excavated Canoes.

There are two types of conservative treatment for unearthed wood objects: one
for an object still moist just after excavation, done for the purpose of preventing
possible distortion and crack during drying; and the other for an object untreated
after excavation and already dry and distorted, with the surface having become
fragile or scaly and about to flake off, done for the purpose of preventing collapse.

This report describes treatment applied to two examples of the latter type. The
specimens are a canoe about 5 meters in entire length, kept at the Matsudo City
Hall in Chiba Prefecture, and another canoe about 6 meters in entire length, kept at
the Futtsu Oceanographic Museum of Chiba Prefecture. Both belong to about the
end of the Jomon Period.

The treatment was about the same for both examples. The canoe was put in
a large bag of polyethylene film; toluene solution of polyvinylacetate was poured
into the bag; the canoe was left in the solution for a few days to permit the resin
to infiltrate thoroughly into the wood; the solution was subsequently removed, the
canoe taken out of the bag, and the unnecessary coat of resin adhering to the surface
was washed away with toluene. In order to avoid rapid drying, the cance was
covered with a polyethylene sheet and dried slowly. Large detached fragments were
pasted to their original positions. The amount of the resin used was limited to the
minimum effective. This treatment has left a few problems yet to be improved.



